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PUBLISHERS PREFACE,
———pt——

PART from their value as records of notable
Indians, it 15 hoped that these little bio-
graphies will serve a useful purpose at this

particular juncture in the history of the country,
The virbnes that Messrs  Tyabji, Bonnerjee, and
Bose had in common ave just those that public
life at present needs most. They are just those
which it is necessary to infuse into the composi-
tion of the national character. They are just
those which eduention must seel in every possible
way to develop in the young., 'Fhey ave just those
which the young must learn to admive and to enlti-
vate if they would bhe worthy sons of the soil,
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ANANDA MOHUN BOSE
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'ANANDA MOHAN BOSE.

A SKETCH OF HIS LIFE AND WORK.

.
——

t ¥ the three greas Indians whose death at
nearly the sune time has lett the country
poorer and the Congress eause sensibly
weaker, Ananda Mohan Bose had, perhaps,

the most  striking chimacteristics.  Pre-eminent
by pure intellect, e was likewise pre-eminent by
those virtues which Hindus are proud to claim
as the distinctive featurves of their civilisation,
Perfect humility of heart, devout prayerfulness,
undoubting relianee  on God, and whole-sonled
service that looks not too eagerly to the resulf,—
these are the marks of the truly religious spivit
everywhere, and thev dwelt in Mr. Bose as they
dwelt in few other public men. His speeches
contain more references than those of any other
patriot to Providence. Where others would
gpeak of the need of union and the uﬁility of
sinking small differences, he preached the gospel
of love,—love of motherland and love of all her
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children. Patriotism was with him a passion,
His address as President of the 14th Indian
National Congress held in Madras brought tears
into wmany eves. And his last public appear-
ance at the Federation Hall in Calentta, when a
deep sense of wrong done to his people made
him quit his bed of illness to speak a word on
their behalf,—what can be more pathetie, more
impressive than that ¢ Hven the famous © dying
speech " of Chatham does not touch our hearts
so nearly, tainted asit wax by a desire for effect
which it would be a sacrilege to suggest in the
case of Mr. Bose, '
CAREER A8 STUDENT. ~

A. M. Bose was born in Kast Bengal in 1846.
From the heginning his acute intellect brought
him distinction above all his fellows. He secured
the fivst place in the Entrance Examination of
1862 when he was sixteen, and kept that place
in the higher examinations also. He was edu-
cated at the Caleutta Presidency College, where
he wug specially marked for his aptitude for
mathematics. The Principal, Mr. Satecliffe, on
the occasion of a Viceregal visit, presented him
to the august visitor as a  brilliant Indian stu-
dent.  Later, on his taking the M. A.
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degree, he was complimented by Sir Henry
8. Maine, who, as Vice-Chancellor, declared, in
his. Convoeation Address, that Mr. Bose's abili-
ties would have secured him high distinetion in.
the Mathematical Tripos n% Cambridge. On leav-
ing College, he competed for and won the Prem-
chand Roychand Scholarship of Re. 10,000, After
serving a short term as Professor of Mathematies
in the Engineering College, Mr. Bose proceeded
to England in the same ship with Babu Keshab
Chunder Sen. There he joined Chuist’s College,
Camhridge.  Durving his three years’ residence
in that University he devoted himself to a study
of the exact sciences, and his ability and charac-
ter were so marked that he was President of the
Cambridge Union for some time. His career was
evowned by his ecoming ouf sixteenth Wrangler at
the Mathematical Tripos,
being the first of its kind for an Indian, raised

an achievement which,

the prestige of the whole nation and was regard-
ed as of happy augury for its future. A few
months afterwards Mr, Bose was called to the
Bar, and returned to India in 1874,
AT TUE BAR,
Industrious and keen-witted, Mr. Bose might
have achieved a great distinction at the Caleutty
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Bar, but, somehow, he turned his attention at the
commencement to mofussil practice. In this he
goon reached a high degree of success and made
enough money to invest some of it in the Assam
Tea Industry. On one occasion his defence speech
in @ criminal ense before the Higl (fourt Sessions
received a warm encomium from My, Johno 1).°
Bell, then standing Counsel 1n Calentta, who
referred to it in a speech of his own at the
Trades’ Dinner as the most splendid  defence le
had ever heard out of Westminster Hall,
EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITY.

Law and tea enterprise could mnot engross
Mr. Bose's energies, It would have been n wonder
it his mind had not heen attracted to theprob-
lems of education. He was the beww ideal of
students, and in all that concerned them he took
a lively interest. In 1877 he was appointed
Fellow of the University, and next vear, while
yet havely thirty-two, he was elected to be
Svndic in the Faculty of Arts. He made a
large number of proposals for the improvement
of education generally, one of them being =a
vigorous plea for the conversion of the Caleutta
University into a teaching University, In thi,
of course, he did not succeed. But he sncceeded
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in getting the age-limit for Matviculation candi-
dates abolished, and in remodelling the Prem-
chand Roychand Scholarship Examination so
as to make it anincentive to future work, rather
than a reward for past labours. His position
among cducationists was now so eminent and his
character was so high that Lord Ripon, it is said,
offered him the Presidentship of the famous
Education Commission of 1882, The hononr
was declined by M. Bose, who saw that Dis
being a native wounld detract from the weight of
the Commission’s recommendations. If the story
iz true, it adds another elaim to the Jong list of
claims he has to theadmiration and loving me-
mory of his conmtvymen. 1t must bring the
blush to the checks of those publie men who
hanker after office, official favowrs, and oflicial
decorationz. Though he declined the President-
ship of the Commission, he cheerfully accepted
a seat on it, and we can guess, thongh we have
no means of knowing, how useful he mnst have
been to Siv. W. Huuter and his other collea-
gues, Some time before this, e, in 1880, he
had started a school teaching up to the Entvance
Standard and manned it with able young men

from the University. Oun this institution, known
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as the City School, and located at first in a
small building, he spent much of his anxious
thought. It provided better instruction and
more wholesome diseipline than most other insti-
tutions, and so it rapidly grew into what Iz now
known as the City College. By the year 1884,
that 18 to say, within four years of its startlug,
1t acqoived a building of its own, which was
opened by Lord Ripon. To the catalogue of Mr.
Bose's edueational services, alveady long, have
wtill to be added the watehful care and  sacrifice
with which he kept up aschool for girls, until the
Bethune College Committee amalgamated it with
thelr institution.
OTOER ACTIVITIES.

In the political sphere and in the religions, Mr.
Bose was no less active. He was nominated, in
1886, to the Bengal Legislative Council by the
Government, and in 1895 he sat in the Conneil
for thesecond tine as the representative of the
Caleutta University. Of his labours there, which
were worthy of his grent renown, we need only
mention two efforts which were specially bril-
liant, One was his speech supporting & proposal
to amend the Act of Incorporation of the Calentta

University with a view to giveib a teaching side ;
b ?
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the other was his ecriticism of the Village
Chaukidari Bill. Besides this, he was a Munici-
pal Commissioner, and took a prominent partin
founding and -ectablishing on  a firm basis the
National Indian Association, and the Indian
Association for the Cultivation of Science. Like
ull emotional persons, Mr. Bose was intensely
veligious. He became a follower of Keshab
Chander Sen and was n devoted adhervent of his,
till - the Kooch-Behnr wmarviage broke up the
Samaj ; and then Mr. Bose, with others, founded
the Sadharan Brahmo Samaj. His piety and zeal
were most unaffected, while his private life was
marked by firm friendships and the most
open-handed charity.
In ENGLAND AGAIN,

Towards the end of 1897, his health failing,
he was advised to try the waters of Germany.
After a short stay he felt strong enough to go to
England, where he spenta few months. Turing
thiz period he placed his services at the disposal
of the British Committee of the Congress, and
addressed many public meetings, pleading for the
redress of India’s wrongs. He did magnificent
wark on this oceasion, but at great cost to his

health. On his return after an absence of nearly
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twelve months his grateful conntrymen paid him
the highest honour in their gift,

' CoxGRrESs PRESIDENT,

In 1898 he was chosen to preside over the 14th
Indian National Congress. The roll of Congress
Presidents has many illustrious names, but Mr.
Bose's is not the least illustrions among them.
He more than justified the choice of the Madras
publie. His oration yields to none in its literaxy
polish, and as it was delivered in accents of
earnestness and faith, its eloguence had a telling
effect. Its recapitniation of Congress polities
we need not here reproduce. But Mr, Bose’s
veference to Mr, (Gladstone who had just died
must not be passed over. The departed states-
man's religions side appealed strongly to M.
Bose, and the tribute that he uttered eame from
a full and  sympathetic heart. His appeal on
behalf of the Motherland was one of the most
stirring appenls that were made to the hearts of
Congressmen, and they must have heen hard,
indeed, who did not feel as if they were
about to cry when the orator asked, * Shall
India, brother-delegates, be a living or a dying
nation 2”7 We shall quote the brilliant peroration
here :——
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THE MOTHERLAND.
TLadies and Gentlemen, --T began with a reference to Mr.

Gladstone and 1 will finigh, too, with a reference to that
great main. It was a ¢old morning and closcly muffled up
pale and ill, the great statesman was entering his carriage
at Bournemouth making the last jonrney of his life on his
way to Hawarden there to die. A crowd had assembled
at the station to bid him farewell, to have a last look at
the face not much longer destined for carth. In response
to their cheers and salutatious, Mr. (iladstone uttered
these words—the last he uttered in publie—he who had
s0 often held audiences of his countrymen spell-hound by
the magic of his voice, * (iod bless your all, and this
place, and the land you love so well” The words were
few, and the reporters added the voice wax low, But
there was in them, the lagt words of the parting
hero, a pathos of farewell and of henediction, a decp
thrill as ot another world, which produced an effect not
less, perhaps hut more. than the great efforts of a hap-
pier time. And let us, too, following those simple words
of Mr. (iladstone, ask (tod that He may bless us all and
this dear land of ours, 1o vou. do we, Brother-Dele-
gates, love that land, the land that gave us Dirth : the land
heloved of the gods, they sav, in ages gone by, when the
world was voang and darkness lay over many of its
peoples, the land where kuowledge lighted her earliest
toreh, the arts of life and civilization found their home
and philosophy pondered deep over the problems of life :
where Rishis sang those hymns to the Father in the 8hin-
ing Sky, the earliest of the Aryan world, which still live

and throb in onr hearts, and the eves of the Seer saw
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visions of things not of this world : that land where after
ages the sundered streams of Arvan life unite once again
in the present day ? That land, Brother-Delegates, deser-
ves all our love, Loveherthe more, cling to her the closer
for her misfortunes of the past, of the shadows and the
clonds that have hung overher in the times that have gone,
After centuries of darkwness, the dawn of a hetter day has
now opened for her, and the golden light has already
begun to stream over her fair face. It depends on -us.
Brothers and Sisters, Fellow-citizens of this ancient land,
it depends on us, on our sense of duty, on our spirit of
loving swerifice and earnest effort, whether the streaks
of that light shaull hroaden and grow unto the lovely day.
At length has India awakened from the stupor of ages,
the fire of her intellect, of her heroism, of her picty,
dimmed but yet wot wholly extinguished, and waiting
but the hreeze of manly effort and kindly heip to hurn
once again in the time to come. let us hope, with splen-
dour and lustre as of old.

Lord Balishury spoke the other day of the living and
dying nations of the world. Shall India, Brother-Dele-
gates. be aliving nation, shallthe glovies that were hevs re-
muin for ever a memory of the pust, or shallthey once again
be vealities in the time before ns ?  On us, Brother-1)e-
legates, depends the answer. onour efforts, on the lives
we live and the saerifices we make, not in the political
field alone but in many another field ; and let us not for-
get that never was progress won without sacrifice.  And
in that effort, depend upon it, we shall get, as indeed we
cleim, the loving help and the ardent sympathy of the

-
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yreat Nation into whose hands Providence had entrosted
the destinies of this land,

The German host marched to its triumph €o the cry of
“(rod and Fatherland.” Lot ours be a still dearer ery,
the cry of * God and Motherland.” as our mission also is
the holier and nobler enterprise of peace, of love, of loyal
progress, of every duty to our Beloved Sovereign faith-
fally discharged, of individual growth and national ve-
generation. Hear we, my friends, the trwnpet-call of
duty resounding to ws amid the stirring scenes, the mov-
ing enthugiasm, the thrilling sights of this great gather-
ing ¥ Yes, the call sounds clear, but let our hearts gather
the strength to respond to that call, and to be true to her,
our Common Mother, the land of our birth, to be true and
faithful to the light that i~ within us, and to every noble
impulse that stirs within us. And may we, as we return
to eur romes, to the spheres  of our daily  duty, carry a
little more of the living love to our country than when we
came, a little more of the earnest longing to he good and
true and useful before the day closeth and our life's
work is done,

One  other passage, containing »  personal
veminiscence, must be quoted also.  After speak-
ing of the detention of the Natu hrothers,
My, Bose proceeded :—

At the eonclusion of & meeting, 1 think it was at Old-
ham, in which I had taken part, several of the audience
came up to speak to me; and I happened to mention that,

should it please the Government so to act, which I
trusted it would not, there was nothing to prevent their
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dealing with me on my return to India as they had dealt
with the Natus. 1 shall not casily forget the scene that
followed. (ne of my hearers, a working-man, I helieve,
with indignation and execitement depicted on his faee,
told me “We know you, Sir, Should the CGovernment
treat you in this way, Lancashire men will know the
reason why.” T am sorry to say, Ladics and CGentlemen,
1 forgot to ask his name or to note down hisx address.
But as 1 told him, T trust his interference on my bhehalf
will not be needed,

For an adequate illusteation, however, of Mr.
Bose’s style of oratory, onme must read his con-
cluding speech to the Madras Congress. It was
ex tempore and abounded tn that sovt of diction
that the highest pulpit oratory atfects. Ttis in
one key of exalted feeling, 1t is too long to
quote here, and no extract will do it justice.

Last SERVICE.

His health broke down after thiseffort, and he
practically retired from public life. But theve
was to be another oceasion for his service, From
what he himself described as his last bed of
illness he was borne on a litter to lay the foun-
dation-stone of the Federation Hall whichi was
intended to mark the determination of the
Bengalee nation to remain united, notwithstand-
ing the late Vieceroy's attempt to split them
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asunder. He was not able to stand or read the
whole of his address. But his presence must
have been Inspiring ; the spectacle of an eld and
tried friend of the people conveying his last
message 18 o priceless  memory whieh  the
Bengalees onght to cherish as their dearest
possession.

Few passages in the whole range of patriotic
literatuve can rival his speech on this occasion in
power ov beanty. We are suve none of our read-
ers would grudge it if we veproduced it here
entive ; but we must resist the temptation, and

zive ouly parts of this gem of Indian eloquence :

Tt is. indeed, a 4day of mourning to us, when the
province has been sundered by official flat, and the glad-
wome spirit of union and of community of interest which
had heen growing stronger day by day, runs the danger
of being wrecked and destroyed and many other evils
into which this ix not the oceasion to enter are lkely
to follow in its wake. And yet in the dispensation of
Providence, ot unoften out of evil cometh good : and the
dark and threatening cloud hefore us is so tringed with
beauteous gold and Dbrightering beamns, and so fraught
with the prospect of a newer and a stronger national
union, that we may look upon it almost as s day of
rejoicing.  Yes, as our glorious poet has sung in one of
his many noble and inspiving ptterances “ Mora Gangee-~
Ban  Ashe-chwe ™ the dead, currentless and swampy
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viver has felt the full force and fury of the floed and
is swelling in its depths. Have we not all heard the hoom-
ing of that national eall and its solemn summons to onr
hearth ¥ Let our souls mount forth in gladness to the
throne of the Most High, at this sacred natal hour of the
new and united Bengall uation ; let us Dhear i mind, as a
writer in the Patrika has sald, that from dark clouds des-
cend life-giving showers, and from parted furrows spring
up the life-sustaining golden grain, that in hitter hiting
winter is laid the germ of the glorious spring. I helong
to the sundered provinee of East Hengal and yef. my
hrethren, never did my heart ¢ling more dearly to vou o
your hearts chevish us more lovingly than at the present
moinent and for all the future that lies befove ux,  * The
official " separation has draven us, indeed, far closer to-
gether, and made us stronger in united brotherhood,
Hindn, Mussalman and Christian, North, East and West
with the resounding sea beneath, sll belong to one in-
divisible Bengal: say again, wy friends, from the
depth of vour hearts, to one indivisible Bengal, the
comnon, the Dbeloved, the ever-cherished Motherland
of us all. In spite of every other separation of
creed, this creed for the common Motherland will
bring us nearer heart to heart and hrother to bro-
ther. And this Federation Hall, the foundation-stone
of which is being laid to-day, not only on this spot of
land, but on our moistened tearful henrts is the em-
bodiment and visible symbol of this spivit of vnion the
memorial to future generations yet unborn of this un-
happy day and of the unhappy policy which has at-
tempted to separate ug into two parts. Tt will, 1 trust,
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be a place for all owr national gatherings 5 in its rooms
will be held sociul reunions and mectings for difterent
purpoeses, * * * *

For they, indeed, fatally misapprehend this movement,
who imagine that it is the student community or any
othersingle section or two in the provinee that has caused
this upheaval. I thank you all for the ardour, devotion,
and spivit of sacrifice which bave so far distingnished
your efforts, 1 have heard of people and even of respec-
table journaly which speak glibly of the lawlessness und
disobedience to authority of onr student commnunity. et
me bear testimony —and this I can do from personal
knowledge— as te what is thus described as lawlessuess
and disobedience on the part of students of DBritish
Universities, whom our students would not even dream
of appronching in this respect. But 1 will not pause to
give examples, numerous and glaving as they are, but won-
der whether our rulers and our critics wost of whom, 1
presume, have passed through the universities of their
eountry, have so completely forgotten the experience of
our student days. Why, our students are absolutely
spotless, in comparizon with British youths, as indeed,
 believe, they are spotless, not as a matter of comparison
only but hy themselves, Let us. my friends, continue
in the same carcer, regardless of our own personal in-
terest and all individual and sectional jealousies, if such
indeed there be. For if the true spirit of loving sa-
eriftce and nothing of a baser admixture be ours, smrely
God will provide for us, and for you my student
friends, and grant us true happiness and the true
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Messing —how great only those who have tasted it car
suy - of a self-consecrated existence,
* * * * ®

One has heard of different orders in this country for
veligious and philanthropic serviee, of vows of self-
sacrificing devotion carried tolife’s lnst day.  Enter you,
my friends, into what Lmight call the order of the Mother-
land or of Bangabhumi, and with characters unstained,
aims that are placed high and spicits that are puveaud
nohble and absolutely self-forgettul, serve the land und
suffer for the land of vour birth. Hindus and Mussal-
mans, let us in the name ef God all unite in this sacred
crusade for the weifare and prosperity of owr common
mother, e have come, most of us, hare of tfoot and in
garbs of mourning to the site of our future shrine.
Silent are the busy marts of nmen and silent {s the roar of
trade. Throughout the town and its saburbs Hindus.
Mussalmans and Marwaris ave closing all shops, in Fact,
oxcept the small fraction owned by Englishmen. We are
present in tens of thousands here and millions through-
out the province, T helieve, are fasting to-day and no
fires shall be kindled in our hearths, But let the
fire hurn in ow' hearts, purify us and kindle an enthusi-
asm which shall be ali the hrighter and all the wartmer
for the guenched fire ju our homes.

And now, farewell, my friends with these, which ma ¥
perchance be the last words which I shall utter to you
on this side of FEternity., Farewell on this day of
fraternal union when the hond of Rakhi is tied in our
arms. Much that comes pouring into my heart must vemain
ungaid, OQurs is not the Land of the Rising Sun, for to
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Japan; victorious, self-gacrificing and  magnanimous
helongs that title, but may [ not say that ours is the land
where the san is rising again, where atter ages of dark-
ness and gloom with the help, let me gratefully ackoow-
ledge, of England and English enlture, the glowing light
is bursting onee again over the face of the land. J.et
us all pray that the grace of (iod may bless our course,
direct owr steps and steel our hearts. Let action and
not words e our motto and inspiring guide. And then
shall my dream be realised of a heauntcous and hlessed
Tand by nature and filled by wen true and manly, and
heroic in every good cause true children of the Mother-
land. lLetussee in our heart of hearts the Heavens
opening aud the angels descending. In ancient books
the gods are deseribed as showering flowers and garlads
on the scene of a notable battle. Bee we not, my
friends, those flowers dropped to-day trom the self-same
hands, welcoming us to the new hattle, not of blood but of
manly and stern reselve in the country’s couse ?

And Thou, Oh (fed ! of this ancient land, the pro-
tector and saviour of Arvvavartta, and the mereiful
father of us all, by whatever name we eull upon Thee
he with us on this day: and as a tather gathereth his
childven under his arms, do thou gather us under thy
protecting and sanctifyving cure.

Coxvontsiox,

Death was close at hand, A life of «ixty yenrs
cannot in Indin be called short, and when 1t bas
been marked by s0 many honours and so mauy

useful services, it may even be called long and
2
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full. My, Burendrath Nath Bannerjee snmmed
up his life truly when be said @ “ There is lying
on the litter the earthly remains of one of the
greatest, noblest, and purest of the mortals.”
Mr. Bose used his rich gifts of head and heart
in the furtherance of wnselfish causes and for
the advancement of his conntry. He lived a life
of piety, charity, and noble endeavour, "He died
honoured and mourned by a whole nation,

Judged by his achievements, Mr. Dose's career
will not, perhaps, rank with the highest. Born to
be eminent in anything he undertook, Mr, Bose,
however, did uot reach the first place in any
field, His serviees were great in education, in
politics, in religion, But everywhere he fell just
short of the highest., That is the penalty of being
many-sided, None but the most gifted mortals ean
veach pre-eminence in many fields of activity. But
to Mr. Bose belongs the glovy of having performed
everything that he undertook, and he undertook
a great many things, in the tine spivit of un-
selfish patriotism, If fhe spirit be everything
and the actual result immaterial, then Mr, Bose
is entitled to the highest hononra,

— it
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THE LATE MR BADRUDDIN TYABJI.

Boyroup Axp Ebpucarox,

S"j-‘R. Tyabji was born on the 8th October
1844, His futher was a  wealthy Arb
T merchant settled in Bombay. Tyabji
Bhai  Miyvan  Mahib, who denlt extensively
with foreign countries, was »  very enlightened
Muhammadan and vesolved to send all his <o
to England for edneation, The sbject of vur
sketeh was the youngest, the two others heing
Shujanddin and Camraddin.  Shujauddin took
charge of his father’s business, Camrnddin, at
the end of his training in England, was enirolled
as a Solicitor of the Bombay High Court and
hecame successful in his line.  Like hisx brothers,
Badruddin learned Urda and  Pesian at Dada
Makhra’s Madrassa and subsequently joined the
Elphinstone Institution. After a few vears there
he had to be sent to Frapee for treatment of the
eye. On being cmed he went to London and
joined the Newbury High Park College in his
16th yenr. He matriculated at London Univer-
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sity and entered upon higher studies, but these
were intervupted by ill-heaith, in consequence of
which he returned to India for a time, Even
after recovery, he was pronounced unequal to
the strain of University sindies, so that, in the
endd, Lie became a law student at the Middle
Temple and in  April 1867 was called to
the Bar,
Ar rhy Bag,

In November of the same year he set up prac-
tice at the Bomimy High Court, heing the first
native barvister of the piace as hix brother had
been the first native solicitor. His initial dith-
culties must have been great, bnt they yielded
to his ability and industry, backed as these were
by the poweiful help of hix brother.  Fluency of
speech, choice though scmewhat diffuse diction,
lucidity of exposition, skill in  eross-examining,
above all, a perfectly dignified and earpest hear-
ing arve qualities which would have ensured sue-
cess in any case @ bufi when they were combined,
ax in Mr. Badrnddin's case, with high character,
sweet manners, and single-minded application,
they soon raised him to the front vank in his
profession. Two anecdotes deserve to be remem-

bered. A criminal case before My, Justice Wes-
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tropp had ended, thanks to Mr, Tyabji's defence,
in acquittal, but the Bombay Gazette characterised
it in its legal columus as vigmaroleand nonsensi-
cal. Next day as soon as Court began the judge
said to Mr, Tyabji:

Mr, Tyabji, T am glad to see you here, and also the
veporter of the Bowmbay (fazetle, as 1 wish to make
somne observations npon the report of the case which
was concluded yesterday. The paper represents you to
have made * a rigmarcle and s nonsensicil speech 7 in
defence of your client.  As these remarks ave not only
unfair hut likely to do harm to a young harrister, |
deew it my duty to observe that, in my opinion, there
is not the slightest foundation for those rvemarks, |
consider the gase was mostably conducted by vou. and
that the acyuittal of the prisoner was mainly due to the
ability and skill with: which you addressed the jury,

The vther aneedote illustrates the strength of
the man, the quality that has been generally
acknowledged as characteristic of him both s
bayrister and as judge. We take it from an
appreciation that appeared in the Bengalee,

It is some years since he appeared as connsel for an
aceused personin a criminal appeal before n Division
Bench consisting of My, Justice Parsons and Mr. Justiee
Ranade, The case had excited some sensation at the time
and it was during the hot davs of AMay that the two
judges sat to hear the appeul. Mr. Tyubji hegan his
avgnment with some prefatory remarks giving a geueral
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view of the case, and that oceupied about helf an  hour,
He then commenced reading the evidence. He had not
gone on for more than ten minutes when Mr, Justice
Pursons, who always liked a short argument, said :—*We
have read the cvidence, Mr. Tyahji.© Mr. Tyahji met the
remurk with a cool* Yes” and went on reading the depo-
sition all the same. Mr. Justice Parsons -—What is the
use of reading the depositions and wasting the time
of the Court when we have read them all * Better confine
yourself to such comments as you may havete make on
the evidence” Mr. Tyabji: - [ dare say, my Lord, yvour
Lordships have read the evidenee but you have read it in
your own way, Iam here to make vour T.ordships read
the evidence in my way and it is only then that you ean
follow my comments”  And Mr. Tyabji had it his own
way, For two days hekept the Court ocenpied henring
his arguments, with the result that at last he secured an
acijuittal for his client, and the renwk went round the
Bar that Mr. Tvabji had given a good lesson on patience
to the Bench,
PusrLic Work,

For ten years and more he allowed nothing to
distict him from the pursait of Inw, putting away
the frequent solicitations of Messrs, Mehta,
Telang, and Ranade with * That sort of thing is
not in my line” It was in 1879 that he defi-
nitely joined that illustrions band of patriots which
was Bombay’s unigue boast. To that band he re-

mained attached to the end. Hismaiden speech was
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against the aholition of Jwport duties on cotiton
goods and brought him great applause. From
this time he wasin great vequest at every publie
meeting, and from the numerous speeches that he
made, we may select forr special mention those on
the Indian Civil Service question, the Ilbert Bill
and Lord Ripon. The Loeal Self-Government
measnre of Lord Ripon was to be carried into
effeet in Bombayin 1882,and Sir James Fergusson,
the then Governor, nominated Mr. Tyabji to
the Legislative Council. Hiz work in connec-
tion with the Municipal and T.ocal Board Bills was
highly eommended at the time and the Governor
paid him the complimeént of saying that he would
bave been listened to with rapt attention even in
the House of Commons.  Close reasoning, clear
statement, and studied moderation, then as ever,
distinguished his specches.  He sharves with such
men as Messrs, Hume, Bounevjee, Naoroji, and
others the yare privilege of having assisted at the
birth of the Indian National Congress which met
for the first tims at Bombay in December 1885,
Calcutta bad its torn in 1886, and when next
vear Madras had to welcome the delegates, the
unanimoeus choice of the country for the place of
President fell on Mr. Badruddin Tyabji.
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CoxarEss PrestprNT, 1887,

Never was choice better justified. Three
speeches stand outin the memory as giving that
session of the I. N. C. its peculiar glory. Rajah
Sir T, Madhava Rao's address of welcome was
couched in diction which suggested the cunning
of the Taj Mahal chisellers; and which an Anglo-
Indian journat, broad-minded and genevous in
those happy days, declared was “such  as few
persons in the continent of ¥uvope ever speak ”.
For pure dash and huillianey uothing in the whole
range of Clongress oratory can equal the short
speech by which My, Suvendva Nath Bannerjee
carried the Arms Act Rescolution in the teeth
of the opposition of such leaders ns Messis, Hume
and Chandavarkar. Inferior to neither in weight
or impressiveness, but superior to both in dig-
nity and geace of delivery, was My, Tyabji’s
Presidential address.  The present writer still
cherishes as one of his most precious intellectusl
possessions the memory of the scene where, as a
mere stripling, he stood hehind a vast erowd,
drinking in with raptore every word as it reached
him, clear and apt, none o apt, he thought, and
catehing now and then a glimpse of the handsome

countenance which beamed with earnestness, good
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hamour, aud perfect self-possession. He Dbegan
by saying that he had accepted the office of Presi-
dent in spite of iM-health, not so much because
it was the highest honour that the people could
confer on an [ndian, as because he was anxious to
demonstrate in his capacity as a representative
of the Anjuman-i-lslam, of Bombay, that there
wag nothing in  the aims and methods of the
Tndian National Congress which conld  juostify
his co-veligionists in keeping aloof from it. He
then went on to impress on his auwdience the
need for moderation, caution, and forbearance,—-
a need always present, but at that time of the
infancy of the Congress most imperative.

Though T mainfain that the educated natives asa
class are loval to the hackbone, I must admit that some
of owr countrymen are not always guarded, or cautious,
in the language they employ. [ admit  that some of
them sometimes afford openings for hostile eriticism:
and T myself have observed in some pative newspapers
and in speeches, sentiments and expressions which are
caleulated to lead one to conclusions which are not
intended. They have not wholly realised the distine-
tion between *license” and “liberty " and have not
wholly grasped the fuct that © freedom has its respon-
sibilities no Jess than its privileges.,” 1 trust that not
only in the debates of this Cangress. hut on all oeca-

“sions, my eountrymen will hear in mind, and impress
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on all, that in order to enjoy the rights of publie dis-
easgion, liherty of apecch, and liherty of the press, we
muast o condact ourselves as to demounstrate by our
conduet, moderation and justness of eriticiem, that
we fully deserve the great Dessings which an en-
lightened Government can conter on its subjects.

Now, it Jus been sometinwes urged thet Ewropeans
do not folly sympathise with the just aspirations of
the natives of India. Tn the first place, this is not
universully true, for [ have the good forfune to know
muany Europeans, than whom no truer and firmer
triends of India breathe on the faceof the earth, And,
in the second place, we must be prepared to make
congiderable allowances for them, for their position
hare is sovronnded by diffienit questions, not only of
n political, but of a socin! character. which tand &0
keep the two communities asundor, in spite of the
hest ciforts of the leaders of the Envopeans, ro less than
the leaderg of the natives,

Be woderate in vour demands, just in your eriti-
cism, correct in your facts, and logical in vour con-
clusions, and I feel assured that apy proposals we
may make will be reenived with that henign conside-
vation which ia characieristic of astrong »nd enlight-
ened (lovernment.

Hieu Cornr Jungr,

Tn 1895, he ﬂccell\ted a plnee on the High
Court bench,—a promotion which, on a forwmer
oceasion, ili-heaith had compelled him to decline.

As Judge he maintained his ceputation for
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strength, judicial temper, and unfailing courtesy
to the Bar. Hecared more for equity and sub-
stantial justice than for legal abstractions so dear
to the heart of those lawyers who are ambitious
to he known as jurists. Onee, indeed,he is said to
hnve declared : ©* These law reports nre beeoming
a cnmbrons affair, and I sometimes wish we could
manage toget on withont them.”

Wouex's Epucarios axp FREEDOM,

Perhaps, M. Tyabji’s most solid work was done
in eonnection with the Anjnman-i-Tslam, of which
he was at first Secvetary and for some years be-
fove his death President, He held advanced views
in regud to the condition of the women of
his community and strove hard to weaken the
power of the zenana system. Unlike many
reformers who show their vehemence only in the
denunciation of others, My, Tyahji, cautions as
he was by natuve, acted on his convictions in his
own family ecivele. His daughters have come
oub of the purdah and received their eduecation
in England, Tndeed, the Mubammadans of
Bombay owe much of their present prestige and
enlightemnent as a communify to his watchful
and unremitting Iabours on their behalf,
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PrEsiDENT oF THE M.A.O.E, CoNFERENCE.

When he presided in 1803 over the Muham-
niadan Edunentional Counference held at Bowmbay,
he made a powerful plea for the abaudonment of
the purdah system and for a liberal education
for the women of his community. But the part
of his address that will be most remembered by
his countrymen is the one in which he declared
his adhesion to the principles of the [ndian
National Congress,- —a declaration which dervives
additional force from the civenmstance that among
his hearers on the aceasion was the Governor of
Bombay., Oune cannot help coubrasting with it
the miserable tone of apology that other Congress-
men assume both when they are inthe running
for Government favowrs and long after they have
secured them,

Gentlemen, you are no doubt aware that, although
the Conference has heen in existence for several years
past, 1 have not hitherto heen able to take an aetive
partin its deliberations. No doubt, there have Deen
many reasons for this, to which it is unnecessary to re-
ter.  But there is one in regard to whick I must say a
fow words. You are no doubtaware that T have alwavs
been a supporter of the Indian National Congress. Tnmy
younger and freer days, when T was not trammelled  with
the vesponsibilities imposed by my present office. and
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when I was, therefore, able to take a more active pavt in
publie life, and especially in the politics of the Empire,
I deemed it my duty to support the Congress, and, as vou
may perhaps know, [ hadthe honor of presiding at the
Congress held in Madrvas some years age. On that ocea-
sion I deseribed my election as the highest honor that
could be paid to any Indian gentleman Dy his  fellow-
subjects of the Ewipire. Being of that opinion at that
time and being still of that opinion now, you will readily
understand that it was not possible for me to take any
part in connection with any institution whieh had or
could b supposed to have the slightest trace of being
hostile or antagonistic to the Cengress.

This must be hard food to swallow for thore who
are endeavouring now to represent the recent Mu-
hammadan deputation tothe Viceroy as being anti-
Congress and anti-Hinduo, and en that aceount enti-
tled tothesympathy andeountenanceofGovernment,

Lasr Days o~ Exoraxp,

In the beginning of this year he went to Bug-
land for a cure of his evesight which had begun to
give serious trouble. He progressed remarkably
well and felt strong enough to make long motor
tonrs, He wag even present ab two great meetings
and spoke with his usual eandowr and vigour.  His
theme at a meeting of the Bast India Association
in March was moderation and courtesy in politics
and progress and enlightenment at home,
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Although I have oftentimes in former days eriticized
the aets of (overnment, I wonld ask my young friends
to remember whether they huve not very much tohbe
grateful for, although they have no doubt alse many
eauses to complain ; but, in looking at the acts of
(Giovernment, it does not do ecither for young Iudia, or,
for the matter of that, middlesaged india, or old India,
always to fix its eyes upon the faults of the Goveru-
ment, and entirely to forget those hiersings whieh we
enjoy under the wgis of the British Government. |
have generally found that, when any matter of public
interest is brought forward before the anthorities, if
the memorials are couched in decent and respectful
and proper language, they have always heen listencd to.
and T have never yet had any cause of complaint with
reference to the reception of any of these memorials
and addresses that have been sent up from responstble
parties ; but when people, instead of pressing their
reguests in proper langnage, nse language which goes
beyond the bounds of mere deceney, T think one cinnot
he surprised if oftentimes the replies which they get from
responsible suthorities arc eouched in langnage which,
perhaps, is not so plersant to listen to. But, then, {iov-
ernments, after all, are the same as private individuals.
If a request is  addressed to a private individual in a
manner that appeals to him properly, I think we must
all admit that there is much more chance of its being
listened to and possibly assented to. If the reguest is
addressed in another set of words, that request may be
refused, and I have, therefore, alwavs, whenever I have
had anythingtodo with publie work in India, impressed
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on my countrymen the desivability of keeping within
temperate, moderate language, and of addressing the
Government in those tones which we ourselves like to
be addressed in, 1 feel perfectly certain, for example,
that when the proeeedings of the Congress arve ¢arried on
on these linex, they are listenced to with greater conxide-
ration than if they were curvied on on different lines,
Now, as regards the attitude of (Government towards
the Congress. Although we have heen reminded that this
is an oceasion on which political views may be discussed,
it must be borne in mind that v the position wlich 1
oceupy at present, I am not at liberty to diseuss any
political questions of a controversial character, hut |
believe that Government perfectly understand and re-
cognise that the Congress s not a seditious hody.
I Dbelieve they vecogaise that the Congress does
congist of a large Nody of people nspesking with
authority wpon the ¢uestion, and although they do
not like their acts to be criticised openly in the way that
gometimes they have been, | belicve that the resolutions
of the Congress are really considered by GGovernment in
a sympathetic spirit ; and as far as they think any effeet
can be given to them, I believe that they arve desirous of
giving effect to them and to the desires of the nation as
expressed through the Clongreas. But after all - speaking
for my own countryinen—1 think we have to addrvess
ourselves more to the ¢nestion of education and to the
yuestion of social reform. 1 am afraid that young India
has fixed its attention too exclusively upon polities, and
too little upon edueation and upon social reform. I am
oue of those who think that owr improvement and pro-
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gress Hes not in our efforts simply in one divection, hut
in various direetions. and that we ought to move side hy
side For the purpose of improving our soeial  statis and
our educational status guite a8 much  as ome political
status, Tt 15 no use lnhmn'ing together for a representa-
tive Government of w very advanced type if the majorvity
of our own countrymen are still ateeped in ignovance,
aud expericuce shows that the  majority  of the  Tndian
subjects have not appreciated the advantages of that
higher education upou which, [ think, the fate of our
mation veally rests, Look at the Mussalmans, T have
often in my judicial capacity had to deal with wills mude
and executed by my own people, and have found that
a very wealthy individual who dies, if he has no near
relatious. s one ideaistn desvote hiy fortune to some
old-tashioned charity  snchas the feeding of fakivs, the
building of old-fashioned taoks, or making pilgrimages

to Meeea, or reading so many hundreds of times the

prges of the Koran. ar things of that kind—very excel-
tent things in themselves, hut  which, unfortunately. do
not advancee the fortunes of the nation,  Now,if when
voung India hecomes old and is ahout to make its will,
it will only remember, ibstead of leaving their fortunes
to these old-fashioned eharities, to devote their fortunes
to the advance of education, T think we should have
very much less cause of ecomplaint against Government.
hecanse probably we shonld e able to do that onrsclves
which we now ask Crovernment to do.  As vegards the
employment of the people in Government serviee, [
think it & perfectly legitimate aspiration on the purt
of the natives of Tndia to he emploved in lavger and
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larger numbers in the higher degrees of the public
service. Natives of India possess very high natural
yualifications for employment in many branches—such
as the judicial, the public works, the vailways, the tele-
graphs —and I, tor one, am unable to see why much
larger numbers of the natives ot the couniry should not
he employed in these departments not only withoug
prejudice, but with great advantage to the Empire,

In July he attended 2 dinmer of the Aligarh
College Associntion, and expressed his deep sym-
pathy with the movement. He was in favour of
Aligarh becoming a university, and appealed to his
brethren for active help.

It has been well remarked by SBir Thomas that one
college, rowever good and important, cannot possibly be
sufficient for the vequirements of  {ifty or sixty millien
Mahommedans in India, We must have these institutions
all over Indta, and it has always seemed to me of the
greatest possible importanee that  the educational insti-
tutions we have in vfher parts of the country - some of
them fultilling the Iiamiir mission of imparting primary
education, and  othi~ l'wzl(-hin;.g up to the high school
standard, should be raised to or supplemented by colle-
giate fustitntions. The well-wishers of our community
present to-night s guests will e pleased to hear that
efforts in this direction are Leing made {(and not without
success) in other parts of India, 11, % T hope, Aligarh
develops into w university, it will vome the centre of
attraction edweationally tor 241 Mahammedans, not only
from the varioas Mahomweddn sehools and colleges o

3
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India, but also, it may be, from other parts of the
Mahommedan world, And it certainly is a very
pleagant symptom thut we have so recently seen, in con-
nexion with the Royal visit, such lavge contributions
made for the endowment of chairs at Aligarh, the dona-
tions including a lakh of rupees from a private Mahom-
medan gentleman in Bombay, and a large contribution
from that very enlightened, most intellectual, and pullie-
spirited nobleman, the Aga Khan, who, I may point out,
is mueh move directly connceted with Bombay thas with
Upper India. Having veccived so much help from Wes-
tern Indiu, our hrethren in the North may permit me the
friendly criticism that they seem to huve greatly neg-
lected the eause of temale edueation. This iz a reproach
to men of their enlightenment, and I have noticed with
the greatest pleasure that recently efforts lLave heen
made to remedy that state of things, This s a reform
in respect to which my Muossalman friends in the Novth
may not despise to take a leaf out of the baok of their
Bombay co-religionists, [ need only add that |
hope the college will develop into a real centre of Moslem
edneation and enlightenment not merely for the North-
West, but for all Tndia, There iy unot a Mussalman in
India, certainiy notin Bombay, who does oot wish all
prosperity and success to Aligarh.

These were fated to be bis list paidic nttomnees,
To all appearance, he was in excelient healrh and
being amongst his own childven, enjoved o degree
of peaceful and eontented joy that, perhaps, only

an Indian pavent can apprecinte.  Bub unsuspected,
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save by a doctor who kept his own counsel, an
insidious affection of the heart was sapping his
‘vitality and carvied hini away on the 19th
August withont pain, Among public men, he will
he long remembered not werely for his sagacity and
eloquence, but for his absolute fearlessness and

fidelity to the popular canse,
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F few words, Mr. W. (. Bonnerjee was
great in deed. He was made in one of
Nature's generous moods.  Tntelleet, luck,
wealth, power over men, character,—all

were given him by a large measure. He stood
a giant among his connteymen., India was too
narrow for this colossus, If he had been born
in  Europe, nations would have hung on his
word,  When a Gandharie of old sinned, he
was doomed to paxs a life in the contracted
sphere of Aryavarta.

Yet Mr. Bonnerjee hore his greatuess lightly,
as only Nature's great men do. Almost the
Thetator of Congress, he seemed scarcely con-
seious of his power. His soul dwelt apart from
all  faction, strife, or jealousy, He was too
high for personal vivaliy o envy. The arbiter
of a1l differences, Indin hath need of thee nat
thi= hour !t He eavied  with hin  unaffected
smiles, oil forr troubled waters, and  rupees that

DEVEL jinglud_ Like the ideal schoolmaster his
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‘presence was always felt, but seldom seen. To
young Congressmen he is unknown personally,
having removed his activities to England for
some vears, But his memory pervades the
Congréss pandal, and his name can hush fora
moment even the voice of discord, Here was a
Caxsar, when comes such another !

His success at the har, which far transcended
all ordinary measare, was paralleled only by the
resalt of his advocsey of Congress. He it was
that netted Pandit Ajudhia Nath, Mr. George
Yule, and Charles Bradlaugh. Who else could
have won for India the championship of the
bravest soldier of freedom of modern time ¢
Twenty years ago, when the great movement was
started, and they wanted for their first Presi-
dent & man of true elevation of soul’ and wun-
challenged weight, they could think of nome
but W. C. Bonnerjee. Since that time he held
the first place in  the Congress Council, sharing
it for some time with Mr, Dadabhai  Naora]i till
the . O, M. settled in England and being its
sole occupant subsequently till he too lollowed,
Only those who nttended the Subjects Committes
meetings, at which the work of Congress isrenily

shaped, can know the reverence with which his
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advice was listened to and the consummate tact
and wisdom that. he hrought to bear on the
settlement of differences. Thanks to his own
powers of organisation and those of bis early
ascociates, the Congress has now an established
bhody of traditions and rules of procedwre, and
though without a rigid constitution, can stand even
gsuch rough weather as threntened till almost
yesterday to wreck it, Long ago we learned to be
independent of Mr. A. 3. Hume, and get along
with only his bright example and an oceasional
letter to rouse owr flagging zeal. For some yenrs
past we have been, so far s Congres: work in
India i3 concerned, independent of Mr. W.
(. Bonnerjee too. For while life lasted it wasx
noy possible for him to withhold from the British
Committee the henefite of bhis unvivalled knowl-
edge or of bis unexampled munificence. So it
must be with all movements that have to last
bevond a lifetime. The first leaders must in-
fuse a self-perpetuating principle into  their
constitution o that the suceession of leaders
may be both continuous and efficient. We live
in our descendants. As the Sanskrit proverb
gays, the father is born again in his son, and

is proud to be eclipsed by him. Nothing betvays
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the unworthy lender so much as n fear that
power is slipping through his fingers or vetive-
ment from the helm with offended dignity at the
'ﬁl"-;t sight of « junior begging to be taught the
seeret,

Mr, W, C. Bonnerjee was born at  Kidderpove,
An his grandfather’s estate, in December 1844,
the same year in which My, Badruddin Tyabji was
horn. His grandfather, Babu Pitambar Bonnerjee,
was banian of a firm of attorneys in Cileutta
named Collier, Bivd & Co.  His eldest son, Grees
Chandra, first entered his father’s office as clerk,
and, after being articled to two lawyers succes-
sively, passed the attorney’s exwmination in 1859
and finally becnine partner of a firm named Judge
and Bonnerjee. His practical knowledge of law
and =kill in conveyancing were remavkable.  The
subject of our sketeh was Grees Chandra’s second
son. He thus came of a family of lawyers, and
it was from his father’s firmn that he got his
fitst caxe at the Culeutta bar. TWix eaveer at
school was not promising, private theatrieals
proving a stronger attraction than books,  First
at the Oriental Beminary, then at the Hinda
School, he reseived some education i1l 1861 when
he ought to have appeared for the Matriculation
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Examination, [nstead, however, his father got
named W, P,
Downing. Next year he joined the office of Mr.
W. F. Gallanders, and acquived an intimate and

him articled to an attorney

thorough knowledge of the art of writing out
deeds and pleadings thas was to stand bim in
good stead later on, It was dwing this part
of his career that he established the ZBengaisze as
a weekly newspaper, --the first  mnunifestation
of that public spirit which could not he sup-
pressed even by the wmost  absorbing  legal
practice,

Tn 1864 he competed forr, wnd being the only
competitor ohtained, one of the tive scholarships
which My, Rustomji  Jamsetji Jecjeebhai had
founded for the benefit of fudian  swadents pro-
ceedivg to Bngland for the study of law., He
joined the Middle Temple where hix good fortune
procured him the tuition of two eminent lawyers,
T. H. Dart and Edwawl Fry, Here one of his
fellow-sudents was 3r, Badeaddin Tyabji, who
was to share with him for many years the
honours and the anxietics of political leadevship.
While studying law, he tool part in the establish-
ment of the London Indian Society, which has

since become o powerful factor in Jndian polities,
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In 1867 he was called to the bar and set up
practice in the High Court of Calentta next year,
His first bifef has been already referred to. 1t
wag but the beginning of whut was to become the
most extensive and Incrative practice of any
barrister in India. His strong mewmory, prodi-
gious indnstry, and genial disposition combined
with early training in the business of the attor-
ney and the ungrudging professional help of a
thriving barvister named Pitt-Kennedy to mixe
him to the very top of the bar,  There were only
two other Indian barristers before him,—Mr.
Michael Madbu Swodan Datta and Mre. Mana
Moban Ghose. The former did not take his
profession seriously, while the latter cared only
for mofussil practice in the eximinal Tine. Though
thus almast without an Indian vival, My, Bonner-
jee seems at first to have suffered for his eolour,
He himself told a friend  that # at the outset
he received hut seant covrtesy from  those mem-
bers of the legal profession (attorneys, presnmably)
who were of his own race. Some fouzsht shy of
him before he had obtained  a certain fosting at
the har,others, indeed, were jenlons of the young
practitioner who, conseious of his superiorstrength,

locked down upen them sometimes with a die-



42 WOMESM (HUNXDER BONNERJEE,

duinful smile.”  His father bad died just before
he joined the Caleatta bay, but his place in the
firms had been taken by bis unele Bahu Joykissen
Gangooly,  Other relations too and friends Mr.
Bonnerjee had nmong members of the legal pro-
fession.  Among his best patrons and well-wishers
at this time was an influential member of the
avistocracy  named  Mabavajn Kamal  Krishnoa
Bahadur, To  this gentleman Mr. Bonnerjee
paid to the end the greatest respect and showed
the liveliest gratitude. He always stood bare-
legged in his presence and named his eldest son,
after him, Kamal Krishoa Shelley  Bonuerjee.
Que of the enrly ambitions to which he gave
plavful expression was that he should earn ten
thousand rapees & month.  This he realised in a
very short time, and his income at its highest
often exceeded twice that amount. Though latter-
Iy he =pent Lalf the year in England, he was
often engnged by cable in important cases, and
his assictants met him in Bombay sand instructed
him on the way to Calenttn. He gave =a
helping hand, whenever he eould, to deserving
juniors, and some Englishmen have been reci-
pients of hix generosity.  He officiated as Stand-

ing Counsel for four years, and declined a Judge-
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ship of the High Court more than once. It would
have heen » strange thing it he had given up his
unique income at the bar for a third or a quarter of
it on the bench. He rendered eminent services to
the public in esponsing the causes of Messes.
Burendra Nath Bannerjee and Robert Knight, two
editors whose outspoken and fearless eriticism had
made them obnoxious to the powers-that-be.  His
career as a lawyer way be summed up in the
semi-official pronouncenent of Mr, Sinha, Officiat-
ing Advocate-General,

His career at the Bar was one of exceptional brillinnce.
Within a few years be almost reached to the top of his
profession.  Om the Original 8ide, 1 venture to think,
there has not heen. for at leust many, many years, a
practitioner in whom the Judges, the attorneys, and the
litigating public had the sume amount of confidence as
they had in My. Bounerjee After having attained to
the highest practice possible on the Original Side, Mr,
Bonnerjee commenced to practise on the Appellate Side,
and his suceess on that side was as rapid as on the
Original Bide of this Court. A sound lawycr, a perfect
draughtsman, and a brilliant eross-examiner, Mr. Bonner-
jee was to muny of us the ideal of a perfect advocate of
this Conrt.  His merit was appreciated both by the public
and the Clovernment of this country, and in 1883 he was
appointed to act as Standing (founsel to the Government
of India, which appointment he held for more than four

years.
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Official honours came to him in due course,
He was appointed WFellow of the Caleutta Univer-
sity In_1880, became President of the Law
Faculty in 1886, and represented the University
¥n the Bengal Legislative Counsil 1n 1894 and
1895. Tou this period Mr. Romesh Chunder Iutt
refers in these terms :

In 180 and 1895, Mr. Bonuerjee and I worked to-
gether in the Bengal Legislative Clouneil. 1 had been
nominated by the Government, and Mr. Bonnerjee held
the higher position of being elected Dy the people.  YWe
seldom ditfered in our views, and on more than one oc-
easion Mr, Bonnerjee’s manly fight for his conntrymen
was fruitful of good results.

The official recognition, however, that wns ex-
tended to him is vothing to the honours that the
nation paid him. Jt was in 1883 that Bombay:
witnessed the fivst session of the Indinn National
CUongress, destined to become the instrurient of
untold good to the conntry as well as *the
soundest teivmph of British administration nnd a
crown of glory to the British nation” Mr.
W. (. Bonnerjee has himself told the storv of the
origin of the Congress. Tt deservix to be repeated
here, as it has, unseathed, rin the ganntlet fung
down to it by the indiscreet and injudicious
biographer of the Marquis of Dufferin and Ava,
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It will probably be newsto many that the Indian
Nationa) Congress, as it was orviginally started and as it
has since been eavried on, is in reality the work of the
Marquis of Duffeiin and Ava when that nobleman was
Governor-Genernl of India. Mr. A, O. Hume, CB,,
had, in 1854, conceived the idea that it would be of great
advantage to the country if leading Indian politicians
could he brought together once a year to discuss social
matters and be upon friendly footing with one another,
He did not desire that politics should form purt of their
digeussion, for there were recognised political bodies in
Caleatta, Bombay, Madras and other parts of 1ndia, and he
thought that these hodies might suffer in importance if,
when Indian politicians from different parts of the country
came together, thev discussed polities.  His idea further
was that the Goveruor of the Provinee wheve the poli-
ticians met should e asked to preside over them and
that thereby greater covdiality should he established be-
tween the official elasses and the non-official Indian politi-
cians. Full of these jdeas he saw the noble Marguis
when he went to biwmla early in 1883 after having in
the December previous assumed the Viceroyalty of India,
Lord Dufierin toolk great interest in the matter and after
considering over it for some time he sent for Mr, Hume
and told him that, iu his opinfon, Mr, Humes project
would not be of mueh tse.  He said there was no Lody
of persony in this conntry who performed the functions
which Her Majesty™s Opposition did in England, The
newspapers, even it they veally rvepresented th. views of
the people, were uot reliable, and as the English were

nocessarily ignovant of what was thought »f them and
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their policy in native circles, it would be very desiable
in the interests as well of the rulers as of the ruled that
Indian politicians should meet yearly and point ouf to
the Glovernment in what vespects the administrution wus
defective and how it conld he improved : and he added
that an assembly such as he proposedshould not be pre-
sided over by the loeal Clovernor, for in his presence the
people might not like to speak out their minds. M
Hume wag convinced by Lord Duafferin’s arguments and
when he placed the two schemes, his own and Lord
Tufferin’s, hefore leading politieans in Caleutta. Bombay,
Madras, and other parts of the country, the latter unani-
mously aceepted Tord Duffevin scheme snd provecded
to give effect to it. Lord Dufferin had made ita condition
with Mr., Hume that his name in connection with the
scheme of the Congress should not be divulged so long ax
heremained in the eountry, and this condition was faith-
fully maintained and none but the men consulted hy Mr.
Hume knew anything about the matter.

A proud mwan must Mr. Bonnerjee have been
when at the firvst gathering in Bewbay of the
hundred best men in all India, My, AL O, Hume
proposed, the Hon. Mr. &, Subralmania Aiyar
{now Bir Justice) seconded, and the Hon.
Mr. K. T. Telang supported, the motion that
# Mr. W. C. Bonnerjee, Standing Counsel, Bengal,
he invited to assume the office of President of the
Congress.” His opening speech was characteristi-

cally short. Tt could not be shovter,—o more
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weighty. He fivst claimed that the Congress was
representative,

SBurely never had so important and comprehensive an
agsemblage occmrved within historical times on the soil
of India. He claimed for it an entively rvepresentative
character. It was true that, judged from the standard
of the House of Commons, they were not representatives
of the people of Indis in the sense the members of the
House were represcntatives of the constituencies, But
if commnunity of sentiments, comnnmity of feelings, and
commmnity of wants enabled any one to speak on behalf
of others, then assuredly they might jastly claim to he
the representatives of the people of India. Tt might be
said that they were self-clected, but that was not so.
The news that this Congress would be held had been
known throughout the year in the different provinces of
India, and "they all knew that evervwhere the news had
been received with great satisfaction by the people at
large, and though no formal elections had been held, the
represcntatives had Deen selected by all the differcnt
Associations and hodies, and he only wished that alb thuy
selected had been able to attend, instead of their having
now to lament the absence of many valued coadjutors,
whose attendance had been unhappily barred hy varvions
unfortunate circumstances.

1t iy somewhat curious to read at this distance
of time the tentative, vague, and perbaps too
obvious statement that the President made at the
time of the objects of the Congress :
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{n) The promotion of personal intimaey and friendship
amongst all the more earnest workers #n our country’s
cause it the (sic various ?) parts of the Empire,

(b) The eradication by direct friendly personal inter-
course of all possible race, creed, or provineial prejudices
amongst all lovers of our country, and the fuller develop-
ment and consolidation of those sentiments of national
unity that bad their ovigin in their heloved Lord Ripon’y
ever wemorable reign.

() The authoritative record after this has been care-
fully elicited by the fullest discussion of the matured
opiniens of the educated classes in India on some of the
moare important and pressing of the social guestions of
the day.

() The determination of the lines upon and methods
by which during the wnext twelve months it is desizable
for native polificians to labour in the public intevests,

The conclunding pavagraph confains one of those
protestations of loyalty that in the enrly venvs of
Congress every speaker thought it necessary  to
winke in defence of hinself and of the mwovement
ingeneral.  Though perhaps the young Congress-
wan of the present day considers it gnlling to he
wnder the necessity of repeating these sentiments
of lovalty, the time is not altogether pust when
suspicion of the basic motives of  the wovement
may break out on a buge seale,  Tndeed, such o
suspicion has now gnined ground in the mind of

our enemies to quite ax kavge an extent ay ever,
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Surely theve was nothing in these objects to which any
sensible and unprejudiced man could possibly take ex-
ception, and yet on more than one occasion remarks had
heen made by gentlemen, who should have heen wiser,
condemning the proposed Congress, as if it were a nest
of conypirators and disloyalists. Let him say ouce for
all, and in this he knew well after the long informal dis-
cugsions that they had had amengst themselves on
the previous day, that he was only expressing the senti-
ments of every gentleman present, that there were no
more thoroughiy loyal and consistent well-wishers of the
British Government than were himselt and the friends
ground him. In meeting to discuss in an orderly and
peaceable manner guestions of vital importance affecting
their well-being, they were following the only course by
which the eonstitution of England enabled them to
represent their views to the ruling authority.  Mueh had
been done by Great Britain for the henelit of India, and
the whole country was truly grateful to her for it, She
had given them order, she Lhad given them railways, and,
above all, she hud given thew the inestimable blessing of
Western ed ation, Dut u great deal still remained to
be done. The more progress the people made in education
and material prosperity, the greater would be the insight
inte politicul mutters and the keener theiv desire for
political advancement. He thought that their desire to
he governed uecording to the ideas of Croverament pre-
valent in BEurope was in uo way incompatible with their
thovough loyalty to the DBritish Government. Al that
they desired was that the hasis of the Crovernment should
he widened and that the people should bave theiv proper

4
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and legitimate share in it. The discussions that would
take place in this Congress would, he helieved, be as
advantageous to the ruling authorvities as he was sure it
would he to the people at large.

FFar the second Congress in Ualcutta in 1836
Mr, W, . Bonnerjee laboured hard. At the
actnal ses¢ion, his main business waxs the piloting
of a propasition on the Jury Bystem in India,
Indeed, this snbject he made one of his specialities
in Congress, It was intended to secuve finality for
verdiots of wequittal, the power having been
vecently given to  District Judges of referving
cases to the High Comt when they happened to
differ from such  vevdiets. There was great
opposition to this, for in these early davs public
opiuion had not assamed a definiteness ou many
matters, lu the end My, Bonnerjee and Mana
Mohun Ghose were together able to clenr many
miseonceptions and get the proposition accepted
by a large majovity, The only other proposition
hie moved was to the effect that Standing Congyess
Committees should he formed iu nli the provinces
of India, for without them * it is quite imporssible
to keep up a regular correspondence between all
the difterent parts of the country and so to arrive
in due time at=n general agreement as to the
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various guestions on which action 28 to be taken
at the Congress.”

At the third Congress in Madras in 1887, M.
Bonnerjee proposed the name of the President,
Mr. Badruddin Teabji, his old friend and  fellow-
student in Kngland., Mr, Tyabji was doubly
welecome for bimself and for the race that he
represented. Mr. Bonnerjes naturally referred to
the significance of the choice, and in these dayy
when designed efforts ave being made to xet the
communities by the ears and a few innocent
Muhammadans are gulled into anti-Hindua de-
menstrations, it is just as well to quote an early
statement of the Congress attitnde in the matter
by snch a leader as our hero.

But in this connection, it is nécessary for e to re-
mind you that he is also a Mahomedan gentleman.
I am very sorry, indeed, to have to say it, but theve is no
disguising the fact, that in Bengal, in some quarters,
amongst our Mabomedan friends, some misapprehension
as to the scope and objects of our National Congress
still exists, and it is absolutely necessary that that
misapprehension should be removed, and that we should
be in fact, as we arc in thought, one community and one
country, owing allegiance to one Sovereign. The mis-
apprehension under which those Mahomedan gentlemen

( some of them at least) labour, who do not cordially
sympathise with us, is due, T believe, to an apprehension
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that the question of ** Representative Government” which
was presented to the Congress of the year 1823 which
was again pressed by the Congress of the year 1888,
and which, T belisve, will he onee more nrged by us here
will not, if given effect to, practically prove te be con-
ducive to the interests of the Mahomedan population of
thi= country. T am very glad to hear these murmurs of
dissent from  this asrembly of delegates, a large number
of wliom, T see. ave Mahomedans, hecanse, T was just
going to say that this apprehengion was perfectly mu-
founded. There is nothing in the ebjects and scope of
this National (‘ougress, whieh can, directly or indireetly,
be in any way inimical to the interests of our Mahomedan
fellow-countevwen. or of any other section of the
community. We want a representative Clovernment in its
truest and best sense, and 1, for one,—and I am =speaking
in this matter on behalf of, I believe, the whole of the
Hindu delegates —do not desive a hole and  corner
representation, hut a representation of every counnunity
in the country, so thut the whole of Indin way be
perfectly represented to the governing authoritios-—so
that their grievances may be remedied-- so that every-
thing neeessary to make the vution contented and lutpp_\",
muy be done by the governing authovities, It is not
necessave for me to detain yon ot any length upon this
subjoet, as T wee we are all agreed upon it

At this Congress, too, the Prexident had great
difienlty in conducting the proceedings, for seve-
ml propositions were either opposed o1 often

amended,  The one on Military Clolleges evoked a
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great deal of criticism, and at one stage the ex-
pression native of Indie was introduced. At once
up rese a delegate and nsked for its meaning. The
President appenled to Mr. W. C. Bonnerjes who
made it the oceasion for advancing one of the
principles of Congress :

I thought it wuax well known, that all Hindus, all Mahao-
medans, all Parsces, all Eurasians, all Fast Indians and
all domiciled Europeans, and «él persons born in India
of domiciled parents are, in the eve of the law, “nalives
of Indie,” and ure dofined to be so by statute, The
words ** as defined by siaficte " have to be introduced,
becanse they will prevent misunderstanding on the part
of such of our brethren as are Eurasians, East Indians,
or domiciled Europeans, or the children of these, all of
whom ave really included in the legal term “ native of
India,” Weare now perfectly agreed that these col-
leges should be for the henefit of the whole of India,
Let it not be said that this Congress has put anything
in such an uncertain way that it might hereafter be said
that Eurasiavs and East Indians and domieiled Eure-

peans were not included in the term © nefive of Indie.”

Next year Mr. W. . Bonnerjes proceeded to
England for the sake of his health, but did not
tuke his time altogether exsily,  'With the help of
Mr. Dadabhai and some English friends, be sue-
ceeded in establishing a political ageney for India

in England.  He alsu addressed several meetings
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in different parts of that country to make known
Indian grievances and vouse ihe Imperial publie
to u sense of their dubies to Indin. These speeches
exhibit Mr. Bonnerjee's style of speaking at its
best.  Plain, brief, direct, euntively free from
claptrap and finely-twimed sentiments, theyv yet
show perfect mastery of the facts and a business-
like method of exposition, They are pervaded by
atone of perfect loyalty to the Government of
Britain and by a degree of faith in the love of
justice of the British nation which seems to us
now-a-days to have savoured of the romantic.
A few passages ave culled from his English
utternneces to show his political views,

On the Russinn scare, and the best solution
theieof, he said

When liussia was thousands of miles away from India,
and was gradually civilising Central Asia, it used to he
the vy, that as soon as Nussia came to o place called
Mery, she would seize ludia. Russia reached Merv
many veavs ago, and Fndia still remains an English pos-
session ; and T am in & position to say on behalf of my
sountrywen—I am a Native of India and helong to one
of the various eastes, which easte is the caste of Brah-
min—in a position to tell yon that they would no more
allow Russia, notwithstanding the neglect with which
they have been treated, to take India, than they would
allow the Hottentots to do so. My countrymen are loyal
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to England to the Duckbone, They will, when necessity
arises, Aght shoulder to shoulder with Englishmen for the
purpose of retaining English rule and sending away any
intruder. Your Tovies do not understand that: they wish
to keep everybody down with a irm hand. Your Tory
does not, believe it is possibleto rule by affection, and to
claim the good-will and the willing service of the people.
He only believes in his big army, with its hig guns, some
of which, as yoi have heard fo-night, eost £200 to fire
one shot. I do not believe that Russia has the slightest
inimical intention towards India, For the purpose of
preventing Russia going to India money is heing wanted
in the way Dr. Aubrey hus referved to, and in order to
provide money fur this purpose the Government of India
has actually raised the tax npon salt which, as T have
before said, is one of the neeessaries of life of the people.

Bir James Fitzjames Stephen, who added o few
obnoxions provisions to our Penal Code, came in
for a hard knack or two;

In the year 1870, to onr very great wmisfortune, Bir
James Fitzjames Stephen was appointed law member of
the Viceroy's Council. Hv went out to India and the
first, thing he took in hand was called ** The Amendment
of the Criminal Procedure Code” That amendment
consisted in this—that he took away the finality from the
verdict of the juuy : be gave the power which no judge in
India had ever possessed before, of enhancing sentences
on appeal ; and he made the Criminal Procedure Code
almost Draconian in its severity, You have, I have no
doubt, heard that the people of Indix are ns law-abiding
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a# any people on the earth—and vet in a country like that
the Criminal Procedure Code has been made the severest
of any in the civilivsed world. T will tell you what
happened under this law, Thisis an instanee, you may
call it an extreme instance, but it took place, and there
are others which take place every day, to the great
oppression of the people of the country, who protest, but’
nobody listens to their protest. A man was tried in one
of the distriets in Bengal for murder. The trial took
place, not before a jury, but before what are called
asgessors—two assessors and a judge. The judge con-'
eurring with the two assessors, found the map not guilty .
of murder, but found him guilty of manslaughter, and
gentenced him to hard labowr for five years. He appealed
against his conviction —he had the right of appeal, the trial
having been held with the aid of assessors and not with the
aid of a jury, The case came before the High Court of
Culeutta. He wus a poor man and could not be properly
represented.  The judges upset the conviction as regards
man-slaughter, found the man guilty of murder, sen-
tenced him to be hanged, and notwithstanding petitions
for mercy from nearly the whole country thut man was
hanged., He had in the 1weantime undergone nearly two
months of that imprisonment, so that he was kept in
rigorous imprizonment for two months, and at the end of
that was hanged, Now this created such a shock in
the minds of the people that it is impossible to describe
the sensation in the country at the time:; cverybody
wept alond almost, but there was nobody to take any
notice of that, Our district officers thought that the
prestige of the Tligh Court would be lost if the Govern-
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ment interfered and allowed that man to live. The High
Court had the power, and could have sentenced him to
transportation for life; but no-— the man was sentenced to
be hanged, and hanged he was accordingly. 'I'here are
many instances where & man has been fined, after Hir
James Fitzjames Stephen’s law he has appealed, and the
result has been that the judges, instead of affirming the
fine, have sent him to hard labour for many months. Now
1 saw the scene created in this country when it was re-
ported, and truly reported, that some Country Court
judges in Ireland bad enbanced the sentences on
appenl. There was a tremendous putburst, and the result
was that even Mr, Balfour way obliged to =end instruc-
tions to his Country Court judges not to erhance
sentences on appeal, Buta thing like this goes on in
India almost every day., 'The people ery aloud against it,
but there is nobody to pay heed to their cry.
Here is another :

This very Sir James Fitzjames Stephen passed what

is called the Evidence Act for India. It is the substance
" of Pitt Taylor's book hoiled down considerably. Well,
one clause he has intrednced is that at a eriminal trial
the previous conviction of any prisoner may be given in
evidence at any stage. That is to say, in the year of
grace 1888 a man is eharged with picking another per-
son’s pocket, you may give evidence against him, that in
1830 he was guilt of bigamy. And what de you think
is the veason given for this ¥ Sir Jumes Kitzjames
8tephen says in his report to the Legislative Couneil
“it s said hat evidence of this description 1aay
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prejudice the prisoncr. My answer ix that if the
prisoner is guilty”"—mark the logic % if the prisoner
ig guilty I do not sec why he should not be prejudiced,
the object of giving evidence ngainst a man bheing to
show whether he s guilty or not.” And laws of this
description have heen passed, people have protested,
but there is no heed paid to these protests.

Speaking of members of the Legislative Conneil
appointed by Government, Mr. Bonnerjer fold a
funny anecdote :

One of these gentlemen was a very cownstaut attendant
at meetings of the Viceregnl Legislative Council, and
was one of the supporters upon whom the Governient
relied,  One of his friends asked him how it was that he
voted upon every question in a particular way, seeing
that he did not understand a single word of what was
taking place.  Ilis answer was: * It has heen the pleasure
of the Vieeroy to instal me in this place as one of his
councillors, and it is my duty to vote for him on all oe-
casions,” He was then asked how be knew the way in
which the Viceroy wanted him to vote, and his answer
was: “ When the Vieeroy lifts up his hand one way, I
know he wante me to say * Ves, and T say * Yes; and
when he lifts up his hand in 2 different way, 1 know he
wants me to say * No', and T say No'”

Tt they ventured to vote against the wishes of
the Government, this is what happened :

It iy no use telling the civilized world that vou have
the people of India with you in your Councils, You
kuow that these people of India ave dependent for their
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position in the Councils and for their position in the
country upon your geodwill. Y they do not support
¥ou, you never re-appoint them ; you have things report-
ed pgainst them, and their life is a burden to them.
Anyone now appoeinted to these Councils by the favour
of the (iovernment comes there with his life almost in
his hand, hecause if he is foand to be in xny way independ-
ent he is not ouly not re-appointed but his position in
the country is made intolerahle for hinw

That Tudians ave wever had  representative
institutions is one of those fallwcles which our
leaders kave time ofter time exploded, but which
are still repeated by interested Anglo-Indian
critics, Only the other day we were surprised to
hear that this eld lbel was attered Ly the Gover
nor of Madims. 8o lougago as 1888 My, Boanerjee
had answered the chavge

I will only say that the objection which has been
raised hy some persous in this couutry and alse in India
of n conservative turn of mind that the people of India
are not fit for the kind of Ciovermment Mr. Bradinugh
has in view, is of no foree whatever. Any one who is
apquainted with the village system of India knows that at
a time when civilization was unknown in this country
representative institutions of a kind obtained in that
eountry. Representation is ingrained in the minds of
the people. From the time the East Tndia Company
first obtained ascendoney in the country they have not
had many oppeortunities of giving effect to the principle,
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but it canuot be said that they have forgotten it. The
village system, which {s based wpon representation, is
still to be found in the country, und in some parts itis
still in full operation.

From this arduous campaign in Eugland he
returned to India in time for the Congress session
held at Allahabad under the presidency of Mr.
(feorge Yule whom he himself had  persuaded to
accept the onerous office.  Not only the President
of this vear, but the Chairman of the Reception
Committee, TPandit Ajodhia Nath, was Mr
Benverjee’s acquisition for the Congress cause.
In a speech of his own as President of a later
Congress sitting in that very city; he told the
story of their conversion:

With Pandit Ajudhianath has passed away that other
great Congress leader, Mr. Geovge Yule. These were  the
two most prominent figures in the Congress held in this
city in 1888 : Pandit Ajudhianath as the Chairman of the
Reception Committee ; Mr, Yule as the President of the
Congress. It was my singular good fortune to have
heen the means of inducing both these gentlemen to
espouse the C'ongress canse, T was here in April, 1887,
and met Pandit Ajudhianath, who had not then express-
ed his views, one way or another, with regard to Con-
gress matters. T discussed the matter with him. He
listened to me with his ugual courtesy and urbanity, and
he pointed out to we certain defects which he thought
existed in our system; and, at last, after a sympathetic
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hearing of over anhowr and a half, ke told me he would
think of all T had said to him, and that he swould consi-
der the matter cavefully and thoroughly, and then let me
know his views, I rever heard anything from him from
that time until on the eve of my departure for Madras
to attend the Congress of L8271 then received a letter
from him ju which he said T had made a convert of him
to the Congress cause, that he had thoroughly made up
his mind to join us, that he was anxions to go to Madvas
himself, but that illness prevented him from doing so,
and he sent a message that if it pleased the Congress to
hold its next Sexsious at Allahabad in 1228 he would do
all he conld to muke the Congress a sucpess, And yon
know —certainly, those of vou who attended know —what
w guecess he did male of 16, (hwr venerable President of
the Reception Committer of this present Congress has
told us the difficulties which had to he encountered to
make that Congress asuceess, and I do not belittle his
services or those of any other worthy Congressman who
worked with him at the Congress, when T say that it was
owing to Pandit Ajudhianath’> exertions that that Con-
gress wis the success it was,

When it was time to select a President fov recom-
mendation to the Congress of 1888, it was suggested to
ne, T heing then in England, that T might ascertain the
views of Mr. Gieorge Yule, and agk him to preside, T
accordingly =aw him at his office in the city, and had the
same kind of conversation with him as I had had, the
vear before, with Pandit Ajudhianath, He also listened
to me kindly. conrteously and sympathetically, and asked
‘me to give hine all the Congress literature 1 had, T had
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only the three reports of the Congress weetings of 1883,
1886 and 1827, and 1 sent these to hinv: and to wmy groat
joy. aud, as it afterwards turned out, to the great Henvfit
of the Congress, Mr. Yule came to see me at wy house and
told me that ke entirely sympnthivzed with the eanse, aud
that, if elected to be the President of the Congress of
that year, he would be proud of the position and would
do what be could for us. Those who had the good fors
tune to attend the Congross of 1828, know how mantully
and how well e sustained the dutics of his position ;
how he pointed out that the chief plank in the Congress
platform-—nmnely, the reform and veconstitation of the
Legislative Couneils of this country- was by uo means
an invention on the part of the Congress; that that point
had received the attention and bad been favourably con-
gidered and spoken of by that marvellous English
statesman, Beujamin Disraeli, Easl of Beaconsfield.
He told us that we were treading ou the footstops of
that great man, and that if we perseveringly stuck to our
colours, some time or other we should get what we
wanted, Trom that time to the dav of his death, M.
Yule worked with us, gave us his valuable advice and
helped us considerably as regards our working expenses.
Pandit Ajudhianath, as yon know, from the fime he join-
ed the Congress, worked cavly, worked late, worked
with the old, worked with the voung, never spaved any
personal sacrifices, so that he might de good to his coun-
try and to the Congress, and hix lamented death came
upon him when he was coming back from Nagpore, after
having worked there for the success of the Nugporve
Congress of last year. Those who ever so slightly knew
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Pandit Ajudhianath and My, Yule will never be able to
forget the great services which those gentlemen rendered
to the Congress canse., .

In the 1888 Congress, however, Mr. Bounerjee
eame upon the platform only ence,—to move that
the vesolutions suvived at should he submitted to
the Governments of India and England, Frowm his
speech on the oceasion we will take only one
passage counselling patience and moderation :

Now, Brother Delegates, one word wore and 1 have
done. Do not be cast down, do not he disheartened, if
immediately vou put forward avequest it isnot granted by
those who are responsible for the good government of
the couutry. Be patient, he moderate, he truc to
your enuse and to  vourselves. Remewber that even
now there are wanv reforms abent which large majoritics
are agrecd, which the Hnglish people ave themselves
asking for and which they have not yet got. Tt vou
are true to  yourselves, it you are modevate, it vou ave
reasonuble fu your dewmands, and if vou go on agitating,
agitating and  agitating lovally and econstitutionally,
believing that the British public—and in that publie 1
include onr Anglo-Indian  friends in this comuntry. -is a
trath-loving and a justice-loving public, you will he sure
to get what you ave asking for in the end. Give a long
pull, a strong pull, and a pull altogether, and you reach
the shores of victory in ne time,

We are now brought to the Vth Tndian Na-
tional Clongress, one of the most memorable sittings
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it Lhas had, memorable for the witty and sparkling
address of My, Pherozeshinh M. Mehta as  Chair-
man of the Reception Committee, for the presi-
dency of Sir W. Wedderburn, and for the
presence and short, bnt animating, speech of
Charles Bradlangh.  For the last blessing  the
country was indebted to Mr. Bonnerjee aud the
delegates knew it. e was, therefore, not the
least: remarkahle among the remavkable men that
sat round Bir W. Wedderbmn,  To him fell the
honour of proposing the election of the President
and he did so inn neat listle speech  which
contained one of the few instances of humour to
he discovered in his utteranees,——a humour, how-
ever, which had been anticipated by My, Mehta
on a similar oeeasion the preceding vear.

It you look hack to the Presidents that we lhave had
from E2R5, vou wilt see that the selection of Sir Williamn
Wedderburn has Deen urvived at by a sort of logical
process,  The first Congress in 1885 was comparatively
#n lasignificant one, and yon were presided over on that
ocengion by an cqually insignificant individual,  'The
Second Congress had thehonor of heing presided over hy
one who has devoted the whole of his life to the cause of
his country, and who, even in his old age, is at the present
moment appealing to the clectors of one of the constitu-
gneies of England in order that, if returned to the House
ot Commons, he inay be able #till more etfectively to serve



WOMESH CHUNDER BONNERJKE 65

that country. Can 1 name Dadabhai Naoroji without
calling from you enthusiastic applanse. The third Con-
gress was presided over by a gentleman of the Mahomedan
persuasion, who, having distingutished himself at the bar
and in public life, was thought to be the fittest man to
contradiet the rumours that had heen sedulously cast
abroad that this was a Hindu Congress and that Maho-
medan gentlomen had no sympathy with it. The next
President cught, according to the process which we fol-
lowed, to have heen a gentleman belonging to the
Eurasian community ; but at the time when it hecame
necessary to select o President, the man amongst the
Eurasian community whom the whole of this country
would have hailed with one voice as President of the
Congress, Mr. D. 8. White, was lying ill in bed; and
while he was in that condition it would have been im-
proper for us to ask any other Hurasian gentleman to
take his place. Now, unfortunately, heis no more ;and
India has lost one of her brightest sons and best patriots
in Mr, D. 8. White. Failing Mr. White, we had to go
to that other commuanity in India--the Anglo-Indian
community—and there we found our late respected
President Mr. George Yule. Of him [ need say
no more than this, that having retired to England
he is still devoting his time and his money to the further-
ance of the cuuse of the Congress, From the non-official
European eommunity to the official Enropean eommunity
is but a slight descent, but unfortunately it is impossible
for us to get a gentleman at the time actually belonging
to the official classes to guide our deliberations, How-
aver sylﬁpa.thetic they may he, however muech they may
5
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wish success to the Congress. il rnles of the service to
which they belong prevent ticiv publiely joining us and
taking & prominent part in «or proceedings. But ex
officials do not cceupy such » rvestricted position : they
arc able to exergise their judziient in moatters political.
And we have in Sir Williann Wealderburn an ex official
who has throughout his careci- in this country, extending
over 25 years, shown the deej-1 ~xmpathy with the aspi-
rations of the people of this conmry, and who is one of
the few men in the service whe h:ive had the eve to see
and the heart to feel that the ficvirnment of India, con™
ducted though it may be upur zenerous prineiples, s
not all that iz requived fuy vie best interests of the
country, and that its institution~ reyuire to be liberalized
in order that they may harmosize with the conditions
of the prescnt day.

He proposed this year another resolution pray-
ing for certuin modificatioss o the rules and
practices of the Houre of Coiumons and  for  the
Indian Budget heing broughi Lefore that House
at an early date so as to secie an adequate dis-
cussion of Indian grievances, e then told  the
familiny story of the empty House with a personal
reminiscence. ‘

If the statement could be bhroughi forward at an earlier
date, many of the most influential wmembers whe take an
interest in Indian affairs, would renninin London and take
part in the discussion, but at prescat it is impossible that
it should be so. Y remember when I was present’in the
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House last year, to liston to the Budget Statement, there:
was a time when the only members present were the
Chairman of Clommittee, Mr. Courtenay, and Sir B. Leth-
bridge, who was addressing the empty benches of the
House, 'There was not another soul present, Mr, Drad-
laugh having withdrawn for two or three minuntes to the
smoking-room.

Though he had himself invited the Congress to
assemble in Caleutta in 1890, illness and domestie
affliction provented his presence af its sitting,
No doubt he was sorely missed and the sympathy
of alt the delegates went out to hkim, Mr, Mana
Mohun Ghose referred feelingly to his absence, and
the President, Mr, Mehta, paid a compliment in his
own inimitable fashion to his absent friend, At
all previous Congresses Mr. Bonnerjeea had
moved the re-appointment of Mr, A, 0. Hume to
the General Secretaryship, and as the time rame
round this year for a similar motion, it had to he
passed on to another Congress veteran—Mr,
Surendra Nath Banneriee,

At the 1891 Congress at Nagpur, M1, Bonnerjee
moved some important propositions. The first
embodied the determination of the country to hold
a Congress every year in India ¢ until all necessary
reforms have been secured.” This was against the
suggestion of the British Congress Committee that
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the Indian sittings be suspended till the Congress
should have assembled once in England. The
second resolution he moved was to record the
Congres~'s high estimnate and deep nppreciation of
the great sevvices of Mr. Dadubhai Naoroji and
thank the electors of Central Finsbury and all
others that had forthered his candidature. The
entive speech 1s here,

s there any one amongst yonu who has not heard the
name of Dadabhai Naoroji, or, having heard it, does not
revere it, does not love it, does not earry it about with him
as a household word ® From the time when he was a
youngman to the present day when he iz over three score
vears old, he has devoted himself, his fortune, his talents,
i]iﬁ life one may say, to the cause of the country. There
is no publicist among us who kuows the economical con-
dition of India so well as Mr, Dadabhai Naoroji. He
has fought, and, in my opinion, fonght suceessfully, many
a tough Dattle with the adversaries of India., Chief
amongst them was that very superior person Sir Mount-
stuart Elphinstone Cirant-Nuff, who, when he was in
Tndia, only corresponded with sach high personagesas
Prince Bismarck and thefBmpress Frederick, Now Mr,
adabbai Naoveji, not for any personal advantage to
hinself, but only for the sake of his country, has heen
trving for some years to et into the House of Commons,
o that there, in the midst of the representatives of
Cirent Britain herself, he may plead the cause of his na-
tive country. You know how difficult it is even for Eng-
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lishmen to get into the House of Commons, He has
failed once, but the spirit which led him to devote his life
to his country is still in himt and stirring him on to do
the best he can to get a seat in the House of Commons,
Al that T ask you to do by this resolation isto say that
you have your old confidence in the old man, and that
you will he sineerely grateful to any comstituency in
Great Britain that will do itself the inestimable honor
of sending Mr, Dadabhai Naoroji te the House of Come
mons,

The third resolution that he moved was his own
by prescriptive vight. Both Messrs. Hlume and
Pandit Ajundhia Nath bhad expressed a desire,
owing to ill-health, to be relieved of their duties as
General  Secretary and Joint-General Secrétary
respectively.  But Mu. Bonnerjee waz able to,
announce that they had hoth yielded “to the.
persuasion that had been brought to bear on them.”
OFf eourse, the persuasion eould have eome only
from omne source.

Next year {1892) the Congress Presidentship
came ronnd to DLim asecond time,—a  signal
honour which only Dadabhial and  Surendia
Nath share with himm.  We have already quoted
from bisinaugural address,  For a man generally
averse ‘to speechifying this effort was long ;

but it is packed full of good sense and sound
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wigdom. The success of Uongress he attvibated,
above all other things, to the inflaences of British
rule,

The pevsons to whom T have referred have been
troubling their brains, from almost the very commence-
ment of the mevement, te find out how it is that this
mavement, which they ave ploased to call ondy a “native”
movement, has been such o saccess.  And they have hit
aupon one of the causes, which they have iterated and
reiterated in scason and out of season, as the cause of
the yuecess of the Congress ; namely, the influence over
ug of that great man-— Allan Oetavian Hume, That M.
Huime posgesses, and has exercised, & vast amount of in-
flocnce over the Congress movement, and over each
single Congress which has met, is & fact, We avenot
only not ashamed fo acknowledge it, but we acknowledge
it with gratitude to that gentleman, and we are prand of
his counection with the Congress, Bub the movement, is
only to some extent, and T may sav, only toa lmited ex-
tenmt, due to the influence which My, Hame has exercised
over us. [t is not the influence of this man, or of that
man, or of any third man that has wade the Congress
what it is. It is the British professors who have dis-
coursed elogaently to us gn the glorious coustitution of
theiv country ; it is the British mercehants who have
ahowa to ns how well to deal with the commodities of our
eountry ; ik 3% the British engineers who have annihilated
distance and enabled us to come together for our delibe-
rations from all pavts of the Empire; it is the British
planters swho have shown us how best to raise the pro-
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ducts of our soil ; it iy all ihose, in other words, it 18 afi
the influences which emi=ain from British rule in India
that have made the Congri-- the suceess itis. The Con~
gress is a mere manifesinti: of the good work that bas
been done by all those tu whom | have veferred (and 1
ought also to have referid inv the British misgionaries
who have worked among-i 54) ; and all that we wish by

this movement to do. i3 (¢ »k the British public, both in
this eountry and in Great Britain, that, without any
strain on the connection ~hich exists between Great
Britain and this country. -~:1i measures may be adopted
by the ruling authovities (ha! the grievances under which

we labour may be remownod, and that we may hereafter
have the same facilitic- " national life that exist in
Great Britain herself.  Lios long if will take us to reach
the latter end no oue can 1ol butit is our duty to keep
the hope of it before ux, w14l cep reminding our British
fellow-subjects that this Hione shall alway s he with us,

Mr. Bonnerjee heli? ~omewhat  peenlinr views
on Soeind Reform, il wuot believe in public
discussion of social (. ~inas, and felt that each
separate community hei its own  troubles for
which it onght to find i~ own solution. So he
was averse to the U.wvess, as sach, enncerning
itgelf with these vital =ini horny problems.

Tam one of those wli b very httle faith in the
public diseussion of socil minbters ; those are things

which, I think, ought to » leftto the individuals of a
community who belong ro i same socvial organisation,
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to do what they can for its improvement. We know how
excited people become when social subjects are discussed
in public. Not long ago we had an inatance of this when
what, was called the Age of Consent Bill was introduced
into the Viceregal T.egislative Council. ¥ do not propose
to say ene word as to the merits of the controversy that
arose over that measure, but T allude to it to illustrate
how apt the public mind is to got agitated over these
sovial matters if they are discussed ina hostile and
unfriendly spirit in public,

I may point out that we do not all understand in the
same sense what is meant by social reform. Some of ue
are anvious that our daughters should have the same
education as our sons. that they should go to universi-
ties, that they should adopt learned professions; others,
who are more timid, would be content with seeing that
their children are not given in marriage when very
young, and that child-widews should not remain widows
all the days of their lives, Others, more timid still,
would allow social problems to solve themselves, Ttis
impossible to get any common ground, even as regards
the members of the same community, he it Jindu. Maho-
medan or Parsee, with respect to these matters. Thus it
was that social questions were left out of the Congress
programme; thus it was that the Congress commenced
and has since remained, and will, T sincerely trust, always
remain as a purely political organisation, devoting its
encrgies to political matters, and political matters only,
I am afraid that those, whether helonging to our own
country or to any other comntry, who find fault with us
for not making sccial subjects a part of our work,
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cherish a secret wish that we might all he set, by the ears,
as we were all set by the ears by the Age of Consent Bill
aud that thus we might come to an ignominious end.
They mean us no good, and when we find critics of that
deseription talking of the Congress as only fit to discuss
sociul problems, I think the wider the berth we give them
the better.

Touching the recently agitated question, whe-
ther India ought tn be s party guestion in
British politics, Myr. Bounerjee held decided views.

The Cabinet isso troubled with the affairs of the vast
British Ewpire that the members veally have no time to
devote to India as » hody, and leave her to their colleague,
the Secretary of Htate for India. When any Indian
question comes before the Honse of Clommons, what do
wesee” The Cabinet of the day has always a majority in
the House, und it always finds supporters among its own
party, whether they are wonld-he placemen or whether
they are countiy gentlemen whao go to the House of Com-
mons as the best elub in England. And in non-party
matters  and they make it # pretence in the House of
Commons to regard Indian affairs as matters non-party,
—in all non-party matters, the Government of the day
can always rely upon a large amount of support from the
Opposition. There are a fow members of the House of
Commons who make it a point to devote a portion of
their time and energies to the consideration of I{ndian
yuestions. But they are only a few: they have hardly
any following: and if they press any matters on the
attention of the House, with any degree of zeal, they are
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voled down as bores by the rest of the House of Com-

MOons,

He held forth at length on matters of eivil and
criminal justice with which he bad unequailed
familinvity.  Of the infamous Jury Notifieation
of 8ir Charles Ellioth he hnd wany band things
to say, nf which the coneluding observation is too

good to he omitted.

It 1 said that triad by jury is foreign to this country.
We who have cherished our Punchayet system for gene-
rations, to be told that trial by jury is foreign to us, to be
told so at the fag-end of the nincteenth century, why, it is
strange indeed ! No, no, gentlemen —it was on our Pun-
chavet system that Lord Cornwallis proeecded when in
1790 he ruled that we should have irial by jury. It was
on that system that Sir Thomas Munro based his regu-
lagion which his successor promulgated in 1827, It was
on that system that the Bombay regulation on the
subject was introduced, and when these regulations were
codified in 1861, it was on that system the law was based.
We must have the system extended $o the whole country
and not withdrawn from any part ot it, and we must there-
fore join together and agitate on the subject from one end
of India to the other, and sav, that this notification,
which has given rise to so much discontent, was not re-
quired, and that it shonld be withdrawn, and withdrawn
as speedily as possible and the polivy of whieh it is the
outcome veversed.
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The Oongresses of 1893 and 1894 Mr. Bon-
nerjec did not attend. In 1895 at the Poona
sitting he moved an importsnt proposition on the
system of trial by jury, giving in brief the his-
tory of the systems in India and condemning in
senthing terins the proposal of Bir  Alexander
Miller to empower District Judges to call upon
juries to give speeia] verdicts. The whole pas-
sage dealing with this last subject is worth
reproducing.

Suddenly early this year 8ir Alexander Miller introdu-
eed a Bill in the Supremc Council, one of the provisions
of which is that juries should be calied upon to give
special verdicts, -Juries should be called upon to give a
generad verdiet, and if the Judge is not satisfied with it,
he may agk guestions and get answers to those questions
in the shape of special verdicts. In other words, L can-
not help feeling that it is intended to allow a Judge, if
he differs from the verdict of juries, the power of cross-
examining jurymen and putting them into a corwer,
Now, we may well say whether a person is telling the
truth ; we may very well arrive at a conclusion whether
8 case made against a prisoner is & truc case or a false
one. Five men, perfectly inditferent to the prigoner and
perfectly indifferent to the Crown, may he expected to
arrive at a right verdiet; but unless they are trained
lnwyers, unless they have the logical faculty of assigning
reasons for their opinions im a taking shape, you can-
not expect the jurymen to give such verdiots as would
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be acceptable to everybody; and if a juryman gives
reasons which are not acceptable and which appear on’
the face of them to be foolish, the Judge would go to
the High Court and say, “ Look at the verdiet, look at
the reasons which these men have given for the verdict;
they are foolish and their verdict must be upset,”
though their verdict may he perfectly just under the
cireumstances.

1 was trying, with the help of a friend of mine, whom
1 am glad to see present here, to find from Cox’s Crimi-
nal Reports whether in England there is such a thing as
special verdicts in criminal cases. We find hundreds of
special verdicts in civil cases, hat we could not find from
the heginning of the existence of the Hnglish nation
down to the present time a single case of a special ver-
dict in a criminal ecase. When vou consider, gentlemen,
thatin this country we are almost free from serious
erimes. and when you consider that the percentage of
erime is as low as it is possible to imagine, and when
you consider, on the other hand, that the percentage of
crime in England is as great as can he imagined — while
you have in England no such special verdiets in criminal
cases, we are to have special verdiets in c¢riminal cases
in this comntry ! Therefore, T say, we ali ought to unite
in protesting against those changes in criminal law that
are heing made, and what is worse, are being threatened
almost every day. We, from this Congress, ought to
send up a strong protest against a thing of this deserip-
tion. For, after all, as my friend Mr, Ghose has so well
put it, the real popularity of British rule and the real
reason of the loyalty of the people sve the helief on the
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part of the people that justice, eriminal justice, is
heing sdministered ina Eair and impartial way. If you
interfere with thesc things so often, and interfere nead-
lessly, and interfere with the view of putting more
power into the hands of District Magistrates and Dis-
trict Judges, that confidence in the impartiality of
British justice will he destroyed and we shall be
brought to a position which I fear to contemplate.

At the 1896 Congress in Oaleutta, Mr. Bonnerjee
moved a proposition expressing the country’s
confidence in Mr. Dadabhai Naoroji and wishing
his re-election to Parliament. His speech on the
oceasion must be given to our readers entire,

This resolution was entrusted to me without my con-
sent and in spite of my remonstrances. 1 believe myself
that owr SBubjects Committee were, at the last moment
when they made up their minds to foree this upon me
under fatalistic influences, I remember I moved a similar
resolution in the Congress of 1891, which was received
as enthusiastically as this has been received hy you to-day
In 1392 there was » (sencral Election in England, and
Mr. Dadabhai Naoroji was returned at the head of the
poll as member for Central Finsbury, T suppose the
Subjects Committee thonght that if this resolution was
again hronght hefore you, and brought before you by the
same individual who presented it to you in 1891, a simi-
lar result might follow, At any rate, here is the resolu-
tion, and [ can only say that it does not require any
words frown any one fo make it acceptable to vour. The
example that Mr. Dadabhai Naoroji has set us all iz
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perfectly unique. Here is an old man, over T years of
age, working, you may say day and night, night and day.
for the benefit of his countrymen. He has had to hanish
himself from his own country and live in a foreign land:
away from his old friends, only for the sake of this conun-
try. Some little time ago our only Mewmber of Parlia-
ment, that is to say, the only Indian gentleman who
succeeded in finding a seat at the last clection - Mr-
Bhownagri—came back to this courtry, and some fdblish
friends of his wanted to get up a demonstration in his
honour to equal the demonstration swhich My. 1)adabhai
Naoroji received when he came to his country to preside
over the Lahore Congress. I have no yuarrel whatever
with Mr. Bhownagri, T am very proud to know that
& native of thie country is a Member of the House of
Commons. Youcannot expect cveryhody to be of the
game opinion as yourself. I should have been very pleased
if. instead of being a Conservative, Mr. Bhownagri
h;z.d been a Radical. But then Iam swmre that it he had
been a Badieal, he would not have obtained s seat in the
Houge of Comrons at the last election. So there is,
perheps, some advantage in his having been a Conserva-
tive. But for any friend of Mr., Bhownagri to consider
that he is the Member for India, or that he possesses the
confidence of the people of India that Mr. IDadahhai
Waoroji possesses, iz mn absurdity., Very fow people
have heard of Mr. Bhownagri outside the Bombay Presi-
deney ; and although we all rejoice that he is in the House
of Commong, and although we all hope thut he will be of
service there, we cannot but hope and trust that we may
find our Dadabhai there before long. Nothing wiil con-
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tent us but to have the old man sitting again in the
House of Commons doing his duty to his constituents,
and deing his work for his country. Onereason why he
failed to secure his scat in the House of Commons this
time was that, while he was discharging his duties night
after night, his opponent, who has now been successful,
was canvassing the constituency, and trying to take
away support from him, and obtain it for himself. T hope
you will carry the resolution with acclamation, and earry
away a hope that Mr. Dadabhai Naoroji will soon obtain
a seat in the House of Commons,

The Sedition Law of Mr. Chalmers, of which
the occasion was Mr. Tilak’s conviction, was on
the legislative anvil in 1897, and the delicate
duty of moving the Congress Resolution on the
subject was entrusted te Mr. Bonnerjee.

Mr, Chalmers, to make his proposed smendment of the
law palatable to us, says that his only object in proposing
the amendments is to assimilate the law of sedition n
this country with the law on the same subject as i, exists
in England. Well, T have no ohjection at all to the jaw
of sedition in this eountry heing made the same as the
law of sedition in England, provided, of course, Mr, Chal-
mers gives us in this country the sawne machinery for the
adininistration of the law here as exists in England, In
England, as we all know, trials for sedition are held be-
forea judge, who is & countryman of the prisoner, and
by a jury, who are also comtrymen of the prisoner, and
no trial can take place unless a true bill has been found
against the prisoner by a grand jury, who are also conn-
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trymeh of the prisener. Let Mr, Chalmers give us this
mode of trial, and we shall hail him, however severe he
may make the law, as the greatest law-giver that
has ever come to this country. But does he intend
to do se 7 No. So far from doing so, he is trying
in his amendments ot the Criminal Procedure Code to
empower district magistrates to try cases of sedition—
district magistrates who are officers of Government in
the strict sensc of the term und whose promotion entirely
depends upon the good-will of the Ciovernment for the
time being. The present machinery for trial of caves of
sedition in this country is had enough in all consecience.
In the Presidency towns such trials must be had by
jury. But so far as Her Majesty’s British Indian sub-
jects are concerned, that jury may consist entirely of
Europeans, and not a single one of them peed know the
language in which the seditious speech is alleged to
have heen made or the seditious article to have been
written. That iz appaling enough, but to entrust
trials for sedition to district magistmﬁ;ﬁ is still more
appalling, 1 donot think, -I say so with all submission
to Mr, Chalmers, —that his Bill proceeds on the lines
of the English law of sedition at all. He is entirely
mistaken in thinking it does, But assmning it does, Mr,
Chalmers is  preparved to give us the poison inthe
shape of his amendment, und not the antidote to the
poigon in the shape of the English machinery for its
adwministration.

Then, in his concluding pavagraph, he touched a
decper chord of feeling than ever he had done
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before and assumed o tone that he had never been
compelled to nssume, beteaying that even hiscalm
head and tranguil heart hail been sorely agitated,

[ showld have thought thut seeing that the country
has just been passing through the last of a very severe
alMliction in the shape of tamine, that there has been a
reamdescence of the plague in vaviens parts of it, and
that other civenmstances. notaldy the press prosceutions
in the Bombay  Presidency, bave sticred the mind of
the peeple te its very depth, this is  just the time
where & wise legislator, even il there was necessity for
it, would hesitate Jong hefore embarking on a process ot
action which is surve o give rise.as Mr,  Chaluers’ Bill
has undoubtediy given rise, to great ferror on the part
of the people. But  we, of course, according to our
rulers, have no idea of the proper time and occasion
for changes in the law,  Lowvd Elgiu’s Clovermment are
all wise, and | am afraid that, notwithstanding our pro-
test, and 1 make holWd to say the protest of every
rightthinkivg person in the country which will go to
the Government, this Bill will be foreed into law. All
the protests will be i vain.  We must, however, carry
our protest before a ngher authorvity than even Lord
Elgin's Govermment,  We must go hefore the British
public.  We must explain fo thew how the agents they
have sent to govern the country on  their behalf and
in their name arve dealing with the people; that is, deal-
ing in a manner wholly unworthy of the British rame
aud the British love of freedom.  And if we can eon
vinee them that  we are right, 1 have no doubt that-

G
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the British nation will rise in their wrath and free us
from the trammels which Lord Elgin and his Council-
lors are forging for us.

That was the last time his voice was heard in
the Counecils of the Indian  National Congress
which he loved so well. IFrom the year 1888 he
took a trip every year to England during the
puje holidays, He had bought a house of his
own at (frovdon which soon  beeame a frequent
meeting place of all Tndians in Eogland. His
children were alleducated in Engiand.  In fact, he
had =0 completely Anglicised himself that the one
regret with whieh his memory s associnted in the
minds of & certain seetion of his countsymen, is
that his ideals of life should have been cast in a
mould so entivelyaliento them. Even they acknowl-
edge, nevertheless, the depth and sincerity of hLis
feelings for all his orthodox relations and the
liberality with which be defraved the expenses of
their numerous eevemoninl observances, Tt Tias
aven beensaid, with a great deal of pevlability thar
his spiritual isolation frow iz own kish and kin
often brought tears to his eves. o Lis mother he
cherished to the last the senderest filial affection,
Notwithstanding these strong tier, M1, Bonnevjee

resolved in 1902 to quit India altogether and tak,
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up his residence permanently in England, Tna
short time he picked np a considerable Privy
Council practice. The British Committee of the
Navional Congress occupied a  great part of hix
energy and time ; and, as has been mare than once
observed, Indin will never know the exact amount
of her pecuniary indebtedness to him. He songht
a piace in Parliament that he might be of greater
use to his country, buf, unfortunastely, while he
was wooing the electors of Walthamstow, an affec.
tion of the eye developed and brought his general
health low. He recognised the hand of Death in
this avtack and wrote to Mr. Dutt at Baroda that
hiz illness was ineurable and that the end was
near. So it proved. On July 21, this year, ite
passed away in peaece,

Tt is impossible to close this sketch without
mnking a quotation from the patviot’s last wmes-
sage to the Congress which met at Benares last
December.  Patience and hope were the theme of
the short letter which each Congressman read and
re-read as if it were nddressed to himself,

[t seems to me that we are passing through critical
times in Indis and that we ought to exert our hesg 1o
nake the events that are happening further the canse of
onr country and to enable the Congress fully to achicva
be ends for which it was established now 21 years ngo,
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Young people are aptio feel disheartened because no
immediate resulf is visible in any agitation they may
undertake. They forget that existing institutions can-
not he changed without years of patient straggle in
endeavouring to convince those who are guardians of
the institutions that their alteration and reform would
he of benefit to the country.  What we have to keep in
mind is that the mere fact that we desive self-governing
institutions for our country is not enongh of itself to
justity the grant of =uch institutions of our rulers to
us.  YWe have to show that our progress has been such
that the grant of sneh institutiofs would he an ad-
vantage alike to India and to England. We cught to call
to wind that in the earvly days of what are now
the sell-governing  colonies  they were mere crown
colonies and that they were not invested with the
privilages, dutics and rvesponsibilities of self-govern-

reent until long afterwards.  The early settlers in thess

colonies were emigrants from Greoat Britain and helong-
ed to the same race aud had heen trained in the same
way as those that remained v the mother country, and
vet self-governing institutions were not conferred o
then immediately they demanded thew. They waited
and agitated, agitated and waited, and at last got what
they wanted. We do not helong to the vuding race and
have never heeu longht up in the samw way as
they have been,  (har case, thercforve. i more difficult
of achicvement than that of self-governing colonies, and
we must waltand agitate, agitate and wait longer than
they were destined to do. With paticnee, perseverance
and persistence, I am sure we shall reach the goul of
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our desires in time and, therefore, we must never lose
heart.  Your recent visit to this country must have
shown vou that the people voa came across hoth in
your public meetings and privately are disposed to bhe
just -vew generous —towards our aspirations, all that
is required is that we mnst show to them that we are
capable of self-povermopent. The members of the Cou-
gress are rightly convinced that we are, and if wekeep up
our agitation and prefer our demands in scason and out of
season, thus showing that we ave in curnest about the
matier. Taw suve we shall succeedin convineing the British
public that owr desive forr self-governing institutions is
just and legitimate, that we are capable of understand-
ing and working these institutions and that the grant
of them to us would be alike beneficinl to our country
and to England. and once convineed of these facts the
Buitish pablie, yon may e sure, will net long hesitate to
invest us with these institations.  To convinee the Byi-
tish public that we are ik earnest, o constant agitation
of matters Yndiap onght to he kept up in this country.
for it 1s the British public whe are alonc capable ot
#iving what we want: and to show to them that oar
agitation in this county is based upon a solid foundation,
strong agitation on the lines laid down hy the Congress
must e kept up in India, The agitation in India must
be the lever on which the agitation of this country must
e worked,  Let we, therefore, implove vou to impress
upon oy Congressmen trom yowr Presidential ehair the
necessity of maintaining the Covgress, of keeping up
the agitation in India on the Tines Jaid down by it, aud

of vigorously continuing the agitation in this country.
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Adorned with every virtue, public and private,
placed by fortune in towering eminence, and
endowed with the greatest gifts of head and heavt,
Mr. Bonuerjee acted through life on the convie-
tion that all his vivtues, foriune, and gifts found
their noblest use only in the fuethevance of his
country’s interests. e will lLave lived in vain
indeed If, reading of him, the generations that ave
to come do not learn to vegard their talents and
opportunities as a sacred trust for the honour and

glory of their mothevland.- Vande Mataram.
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APPENDIX—A,

Bonnerjee, Tyabji and Bose.*
BY ME D, E. WACHA,

e -

MR CHalpMas, -1 think, Sir, that next te yourselt 1
may elaim in this hall the privilege of having enjoved the
close friendship of the three true snd good men who have
o silontly pussed nway keaving the counhey all the poorer
tor their sad toss.  The bhand of the Weaper secmed to
have been too sy in depriving us of these three Qistin-
guished conntrymen of owres hefore their time wlhen their
naedt was the sovest. Tt was u erae] stroke of fage which
cub thom off w0 early, cve the good wark which remained
to the lot of each to be achicved was inlly accomplished,
Bub our will (s not our own. T3 the will of Him whe
i the giver of all life.  All that remalns bo us, therefore,
in to wonrnfully place on record the sense of that great
lows which we, along with the vest of the country, have
guatained by theily unkimmely death,

The speakers who have preceded nte have borue most
eloguent testinony, caeh from his own point of view, 1o
the principal ineidents of thelr puhlie life extending over
more tham w gtiarter of a4 centary,  There vemains for
me hot little to add to that testimouy,  As far us M
Avanda Mohan Bose is conecerued, wy friondship began
with him during the second Cougress at Ualoutta which,
Bir, was held uuder vour awn distingnished President-
ship fn 1880, Dut the more 1 came into contact with
hivn personadly and by coprrespendence, the wwore his
pevsonadity impressed me.  His forensic ability in the
profession he  took up was well known,  But to me he
seented ae if Nutwee bad wade him move 1o sbine in
thre pulpit than in the foram,  His cast of mind wie sueh.
There was to be perceived in him a decp sense of religious
tervour whirh so often found jtself revealed when preach-
ing in his own chiareh the cveed of which he was one of

* Gpeech delivered by My. I E. Wacha at the Meworial
Meatitng held at Bombay.
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the strongest pillars.  Tn himowas to be diseogned all the
gentleness, all the reverential spivit and ali that earnest
piety which distingnish the man of God. The last time
I had the pnn]e"c of meeting him was in his own house
in Dharamtola in 190F. [ can never forget that benign
countenance, that extrete aﬁ'ﬂhil'}ty, and thnat polisheﬂ
courtesy with which he bade me good-bye, though even
then he was far from well.  And vet who would not
admire that patriotism and that undying devoetion which,
in spite of extreme phyvsical debility. impelled him to
render what he decined to he his Fast duty In his conntry
and countrymen.  What a pathetic figure he made, as was
80 feelingly described by the leading DBengalee organs of
apinion, when almost in a dving eondition he was earried
in a sedan chair to lay the foundation stoue of the Fede-
ration Hall which is destined to consecrate for ever the
gpirit of Swadeshism and keep its flame steadily hurning
among his people! This was Mr. Ananda Mohan Bose. a
fine specimen of a highly  caltoved and  intellectual
Bengalee who had strenuously. unobtrusively and wn-
selfishly devoted himself to the serviee of s ecountry
almost to the last hour of his death! Sueh o person
descrves to live in the memory of us =1l

I need not say that my rvelations with Messvs,
Badruddin Tyabji  and W, (! Bemierjee were of a
most intimate character.  Tndeed. aw far ns the first
named ix coucerned, the friendship might be  seid
to he hereditary. His father and wy father were next-
door neighbours, residing in Old Maody Street in the Fort.
Both wore merchants and both had great rogavd tor each
other, as my father more than once nsed to tell me aud
recount some interesting reminiscences of the past. 1t
was  a  curious coincidepee that the sons  beeame
egually lmown to cach other.  More. My children in turn
were friends of the late Mr. and Mrs, Tyabji and theiv
children. And 1 tor one am glad that this hereditary
friendship with the mombers of the Tyabji family 1s
continued from sire to son. so te say. Sueh ample
justice has heen already vendered with o wealth of
details to his public life by the speakers who have pre-
ceded me that T find myself gmte a bankrupt as to
what | could say more.  The only supplemental ohser,
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vation that suggests itself to me s this. Mr. Badrod-
din appeared te have been born o statewman., The more
I knew him and the more I heard from his lips, many
an observation on the condition of the country, its
administration, and the rvight and proper duty of our-
selves as citizens, the deeper that conviction grew on
me. Had his Kisunied boen east clsewhere, say, in a
great Native State, Hindu or Mahomedan, I am per-
feetly certain that  Mr. ‘Pvabji  would have risen
to fill the highest post. He would have Theen
another  Sir Salay Jung.  There were in him all
the great qualities which contribute  towards  the
making of an eminent statesman—talents of a high
order, political sagacity, tact, Judgment, suavity of man-
ners, and, above afl. catholic sympathy.  As a Morlem, he
was devotedly attached to his creed, und thoroughly un-
derstond its ethies with a hroad-mindedness and tolerance
which deserve the highest praise. Moreover, his carly
training and education in Eogland had had its great for-
mative lnfluenee on his charvacter which was all through
discerned in his public life.  As a westernised  Mahome-
dan, ke cauld not =it inacetive without 1'ofm‘ming his com-
munity. He rightly concetved that the first and uost
important element of 2oeial reform among hix co-religion-
ists was education.  The buckwurdness of Mahomoedaus
in thix respect he secns to have perveived from an early
dav : and he perseveringly endeaveured, and endeavoured
with suceess, to lay the foundation of educationual pro-
gress In his comunmity.  He chatked out the broad lines
on which it should proceed. He knew well that veform
meant  wveform first  within his own  dotestiv
cirele ; and peri passte vetorm for the connmunity by
stow and casy gradients ¢ in other words. on the lines of
least resistance,  Thus it was that he fivst lighted the
toreh of xocial reform in Lix own family and later on
held it aloft, illtmining the way for those who had his
force of character and resolution to associate with lim
in that noble and most heneficent work.  We all know
how hig erergies and eftorts wore divected towavrds the
establishment of the Anjuman-i-Islany, and how these
were crowned with suecess, [ will for cve and as
aun nnperishable monmment of his great socianl work.

"
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In the entire community of Mabomedans in Iudia, he
was recognised ns a towering personality and o power
and influence for good,  But more than a Mahomedan,
he was proud to call hinmelf an Tndian.  His heart beat
in unison with the aims and aspirations of our
national organisation, while his head had elear con-
ceptions of the nltimate trimnph of those objects. In his
death, therofore, India loses one of her hest sons, a piltar
of progress, justice, freedon, toleration and catholic
svmpathy, Itis to be feared it wonld Dbe long before the
eountry discovers another Tvabji.

There remainys for me to add o few more words before
1 sit down with regard to Mr. W, (&, Bounerjee. It has
heeu uaid by the great English essayist and politician
that the lincaments of the man are to be discerned in the
child.: Mr. Bonnerjee was rot w child in 1387, He was
twenty-threc years old, finishing his law course in Loudon
to gualify himself for the Bar. But at that very voung
age he showed those lineaments whieh as he grew old
made hima so regarded and esteemed not by his own men
of Bengal hat by his countrymen throughout the land.
Perhizps some of yon are aware of that most excellent
paper he read on Hindu Law in London hefore the
London Soelety, and another, Iater on, at the East
India Association. The subject of the paper read
before the letter was no other than the one ghout which
#o mueh is being said and written at the present day.
namely: * Representative and respeusible (Government
for Indis.” To have read that most thoughtful, well-
informued, and highly interesting paper at the »ge of 23
showed what remavkable taleuts Mr, Bonnerjee possessed.
It would be out of place to refer to its salient points
bere, but, Mr. Chairnan, vou at leust were present
there, along with Mr, Dadablai Naoreji. und eould theve-
fore speak from your peesonal  experience as to the
quality of that paper and the impression it produced on
the Lesrers,  Among thew, there was that distinguished
lawyer of Bowbay, wvo other thaun the late Mr.
Chishiolm  Austey, a uvawe still to be vconjured and
regard-d with the highest respect. Sowme very inde-
pendent and refreshing observations which fell from
the lips of that constitutional and learned lawver
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deserve to be reproduced here, and I erave the indul-
gence of the meeting for o minute to refer to them.
Mr. Anstey said: 1 can safely say that Mr. Don-
nerjee’s paper, which containg so mueh that is novel
and intevesting and in which he has treated his sub-
ject in so fuir and liberal a spirit, and with so much
ability would, if adopted, go wvery far to a complete
realisation of -the view. © alwavs lhave advocated
in the matter * * What Mr. Bonnerjee has presented
is this great truth, that when you seek to introduce
this species of representation into India, yon are not
introdueing w new thing. but only a new form of that
which already exists there, which has existed there for
thousands of vears, and which ecannot he rooted up
out of the minds and hearts of the people, unless you
exterminate the people itself. We are apt to forget
in this eountry, when we talk of preparing people in
the East by education and all that sort of thing for
Municipad Government and Parliamentary Covernment
that the Fast is the parent of mnnicipalitioy * *
Lot us wot he frightened by that bughear incapacity ;
theye is no nation unfit for free institutions. L you
walt for absolute perfection, the world will come to
an end before vou have established vour free instito-
tions,”  Mr. Bonnerjee's profession, no doubt, kept him
confined to it. but it did not signify that he had allowed
politics to slide. The Congress, which took its birth
in this city twentyv-one vears ago, revealed what kind
of personage he was as ifs  vory first  President.
The vest ix history and | will not travel over the
smune ground which Sir Bhalchundra and  others have
travelled.  Having been closely allied with him since
1885, ean say with perfect confidence that there ix not
a leader of the Congress whe has known the true political
bearings -of the couuntry so well and theroughly, and who
has understood them so elearly. Whenever he has spoken
with such profound knowledge and prescience as to malke
us exclaim why Mr, Bonnerjee would not speak oftener
and enlighten his less fortunate brethren. But the traits
ahove all others  which  charneterised  him  were his
shrewd commonsense, his penetrating.  judgment, his
extreme  modesty, his  anobtrusiveness, a remarkahle
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presence and  eoclness of mind which tells uy of the
great stversman at the bark who ean weather the storm
and hwricane, and bring it to 2 haven of rest and safoty.
Had he entered Purliament he would have made bis
mark in that  delibevative assembly and proved what
splendid materials he had in him of a far-sighted and
most disereet statesman. And as to his personal quali-
ties, von had only to come into intimate contact with
him to know whuat a personification of amiability.
courtesy, and gentlemanliness he was. Aund how
under & somewhat passive exterior there throbbed within
a warm heart-—a heart which horned with a steady flame
for the greater good of the country, but in harmony with
existing facts and cireumstances. His also was the
policy ©of proceeding on the lines of least resistance.
Again, he too was a soctal reformer, but the reforin was
confined to his own household which to him was athmg
of jov and beauty, seeing that he was surrcunded by
¢hildven whowm he had brought np and trained after his
own ideal. But alas! he too has gone to his Jast resting
place, leaving hehind him good, silent and patriotic werk
which shall seatter its fragranee all over the country for
many 4 vear to come. Nat only Bengal hat all Indix
is poorer for hisx loss which it will he most diffienlt
to fill.

In conelusion, T can only say that in the deaths of
the three eminent Indians we have lost o veritable tri-
nity of great gouls, lofty scotiments, disinterested pa-
triotism, and decp sympathy., Pure in faith, winning-
Iy sweet in eowrtesy, noble and kind. they have gone
to their last vesting place greatly loved snd henoured
by a whole nation. Thev knew naught hut that un-
cient maxim which preseribes that the noblest motive
18 public good. They never eared for jowrnalistie
trumpets and robls of newspaper drwms,  Indecd. T do
not think I am using the language of exiggervation
when I say that they belonged to that class of meu
who are greater than those who only scemeth great,

““There they rest from their toil

I'n meadows immortally fair,

And the Master of all hrave souls
Crowns them with fadelews leaves”
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Mr. Chabrman, Jadies and Gentlemen,—We are as-
sembled bere to-day to give public expression to our
grief that the hund of Death has removed from our
midst our illustrious countryman,- - Mr. Womesh (handra
Bonnerjes. The cvent, it is true, has not come upon
us s wholly unexpected. TFor some time past it was
well known that M. Bounerjee's health has been com-
pletely shattered, that thero was no hope of vecovery,
and that continued existenee in that state was to him
only o prolongation of agony. However, now that the
end las actually come. and we are forced to vealise
that owr great and trasted leader, whom it was a joy
to love no less than to follow, 15 no more with us, the
mind feels as conmpletely bewildered and overwhelmed
as though the great Destrover bad come with stealthy
and noiscless steps and bad  inflicted on us our loss
without warning, znd with the shoek of a sudden blow.
Ladies and  gentlemea. Mr. Bonnerjee was @ man
whose death would leave humanity the poorer in  any
age and in any part of the worlY To India, in her
present stage of transition, with qiffieult and complica-
ted prollems arising on all sides, his passing away iv a
national calamity of the flrst magnitude, and we indulge
in ne exaggeration when we say that our loss iy temly
irreparable. Tt i~ not my purpose to-day to attempt
here an estimate of the character and career of our
great conntryman, O loss is still too fresh and our
sense of it too weute and poignant to permit of 1wy
wndertaking any such task in a meeting of this kind,
And all I heg leave to do in ecommending this resolu-
tmn to vour ac L'(‘l)tr.'«n(’l' ix to say a few words (-\Presk

* c)p(‘eth delivered by Ml' Gokhule a.t a Memorial
Meeting held in London for expressing sorrow ut the
death of Mr. W, C. Bonnerjee.
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sive of my profound admiration of the many noble
qualities, both natural and acquired, of our depm‘ted
leader, and of my humble appreciation of the great, the
signal serviees which he has rendered to ow national
cause. Ladies and gentlemen, we all know that My,
Bounerjec was one of the most distinguished, as he
was one of the most suecessful, lawyers that our conntry
has produced. NWow. if he had heen only that and
nothing else, even then his title to a public cxpression
of our admiration and respect would have heen unigues-
tioned. National life, to he complete, must he muny-
sided ; and aman who brings henow to the Indiun name,
no matter in what field, advanees thereby our national
cause and deserves to Dbe honoured hy us on national
grounds. But Mr. Bonnerjee's claim to owr admiration
and gratitude rested, of course, on a mueh wider hasis
than his pre-eminent attainment as a lawyer. He was,
in addition, an ardent patriot, a wise and far-sighted
leader, an incessant worker, a man whose uobility of
mind and greatness of soul were stamped on cvery
utterance and every action of his life, [Iis intellectual
gifts were of the very highest order. Endowed with an
intellect at onee eritieal, vigorous, and comprehensive, a
gruly marvellous memory, luminous powers of exposition,
eap{;i\'mting eloguence, great industry, and 2 wonderful
habit of methed and discipline, M. Bonnerjee was
hound to aehieve, in whatever field he chose to work. the
most hrilliant suecess, Then he had a wide outlook on
life, deep and carnest feeling and a passionate desire to
devote his great gifts to the service of his coumtry.  Aund
added to these were u finc presence, un extracrdinary
charm of manner, and that combination of strength and
restraint which made him one of the mest manly men
that one could come across, Such a mwan must tower
ahove his fellow-men wherever he ix placed. Ina self-
governing country he would, without doubi, have at-
tained the position of Priwe Miuister. We in Indias
twice made him President of our National (Yongress. and
what was more, when the great movement was started
twenty-one years sgo and the first Congress ever held
in India assembled in Bombay, the delegates unanimonsly
elected Mr. Bonnerjee to guide them in their delibera-
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tions,  And aiuce fhat time down to the mement of hix
death, Mr, Bonnerjee, with two or three others, was the
very Hte and sou! of that moevewent. He wngrudgingly
gave to the conse his time and his eesources—and this
far gre than is generally known,  He cheerfully bore
all its anxietics, his exertlous for its’ success tvers un-
wearied, and Do man's counsel was valued bigher by
D cownteymen, where the Congress was coneerved,
His conrage was splendid, and it vose with diffioultios.
and his nerve and bis clear judgment were a theme
of canstant admiration wmong hix countryimen,  With
My, Bomueyjee at the hobu, evervons felt mabe. His
was the elognence that thrills and stive and inspives,
bub his wan also the practical sagacite that sees the
differenrce Dbetweon what sy be atteined and  what
cannof, and when the weed avose no man was Hrmo
than Mr. Bonnerjee fu exercising a sohering aud res-
fraining influenee, 1 can vecall &b thiz pwoment waors
than one meeting  of the Mubjeets Couunifter of the
Congress, a5 which veally sl impottaut  dedberations
take place. whers My, Bonnerjec’s far-sighted wisdom
and the great weight attaching to hiv  personality
steadisd the judgwents of wilder spirits, and estal.-
lished harmony where discord was apprehonded.  The
toss of such a leador. o wovds that T ean employ cun
adequately deseribe, and he Bas pussed away at s tine
when be wis moeve indispensable than ever, in view of
the aigns one sees of the vessel of the Congress Deing
about to enconnter xemewlot vough  weather,  Ladies
and gentlemeu. i is really  superfuons fhat 1 should
dwell at any  length before an assenibly composed no
lapgely of my own countrymen ou the  distinguished
services rendered v My, Hopmerjee to our unational
cause,  And, if T eefer briefly to one or twoe of them,
it ig beeanse they wre not very widely hnown, and
they illustrate how  immense is the dell that we owe
him. You ave awarve that no Englishman has ever
sevved  odia owore nobly or wore zealowsly than the
late Me, Bradiaugh. Now, it was Mr, Bounerjer who
enlisted Mr, Bradlaugh's sympathien on our «ide and
geenred his  powerful championship fer our aspiva-
tions, Then the part Mx. Bonnerjeo has played in
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keeping togetiier all these venrs the British Conmmittee
of the Congress and in maintaining animpaired its
activity in this country, will always constitute one of
his hest claims to owr affection and gratitude, Very
few, indeed. of our countrymen have any iden of the
difficulties that have had to be overcome from time to
time in this eouncetion. of the worries thev have in-
volved, and of the sacvifices they have vequived.  But,
if our great friends. Sir Williaw Wedderburn and M.
Hume hrd heen heve to-day, they would have told you.
ax. indeed, our venmerable chaivman may, if he speaks
a tew words at the end, how invaluable have been Mr
Bonuerjee’s co-operation and assistance in this matter.
Ladies and gentlenen. 1 do not wish te detzin vou
longer.  Muny of us lose in Mr. Bounerjee not oniy =
great leader. hut also u warm generows friend.  Who
that has cver enjoyed the hospitality of his heautiful
home at Croydon  now, alus. plunged into the depths
of grief-—will forget the singnlwr charm of his perso-
uality. the charigy of his judgments, bis touchivg de-
votien to those around hin or the kindness he loved
to lavish on all whom he admitted to the privilege of
Lis  friendship!  And, speaking in this connoction,
nay 1 osay how o hearts go out to-day to the he-
reaved familyv, whose Toss is hevond words, and espoei-
allv to that stricken Indy  whose life has now heen
rendered desolate and to whom the world will neyver
he the same again ! (Oue word more and I have done.
M. Bonnerjee has now crossed the Line whieh thereis
no recrossing.  But he is not altogether gone from us.
11e has left ns the preciows inheritanee of a noble exam-
ple. Ile has left us his pane to honeur, his meimory fu
cherish.  Above all, he has left ns the cause—the cause he
loved so dearly and served so well. Our very sorrow to-day
speaks to un of our duty to that cause and no tribute
that we ean offer to the memory of the departed will
he more truly fitting than a4 vesolve to recognise and
an endesvour to discliarge thiz duty according to the
weasure of o cupaeity and the vequirements of our
rountry.




